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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


On a BOOK intitled 


A ESSAY, &c. 


In the courſe of which the Lord Biſhop of London's Com- 
pariſen of the more ſure Word of Prophecy, &c. is 
defended againſt the- made to it by the 
Reverend Meffieurs Afton and Cooke, Fellows of Eton» 

Calle; and their ſeveral Solutions examin'd, 


bares 


PART the F IRS T. 
In which is ſhewn, 


T. That the three Particulars to which this Author has objected in 
Mr. Afbton's Interpretation, are not to Mr. Afbtox's, but 
common to the Biſhop of London's with Mr. Autan s. 


II. That the Opinions which he declares for and againſt are equally 
2 defenſible in thoſe three reſ ---d 
withſtanding the Force of the Objeftions which he — 
levelFd at one, but which, unfortunately, fell foul on the other. 

III. That the / a Compariſon, in any view, between 
Miracle and e Inſtance, is made more 


this 3 manner of endeav to evade it. 
Wich Head what has been ſaid ee Mr. Jacen 


| and Mr. Whitaker, on that point, is conſigetd. 
IV. Some other Ob; to Mr. Ae Irterpretation are re- 


mov d, and ſome Conſiderations offer'd n een 
— Interpretation. 


ds 


— — 


more ſober Critic come abroad, | 
— ; if right, TH (he Rod. Pope Ep 


By a late Fellow of King College, Cambridge. 
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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


Refer thee to the Book on which theſe 
Obſervations are founded for a Comment, 
and an Apology, if ſome things in the courſe 
of em ſhall a to thee to ſtand in need 
of either, or of both. If the dictatorial 
Manner, the liar Stile, the inconclufive 
Reaſonings, invidious Infinuations, the 
arrogant Humility and ſelf-ſufficient Conde- 
ſcenfion of that Author will not be my Ex- 
cuſe for the Freedom with which I have 
treated him, I frankly own that I have no 
other to offer. | 
In one thing I am really concern'd, and in 
that only, that I ſhould be unfortunate enough 
to diſſent on any point from the Sentiment of 
that diſcerning Prelate, whoſe Authority of 
itſelf would outweigh the Force of any Ar- 
ument I can offer. Whoſe Works want the 
eaſt Defence, and who is moſt able to defend 
them if they did. Whoſe fingle Error (if yet 
it be an Error) was ſo venial, FIT 
Tenoſcenda, quidem, ſcirent fi ignoſcere Max zs, 
And hid under ſo many Excellencies, that 
Non veniam ſcriptis ſed Honorem & premia ! 


I ſpeak, however, with the leſs Diffidence in 
this reſpect, becauſe I have that high Opinion 
of the Greatneſs of his Lordſhip's Mind, as 
well as of his other eminent Qualities, that I 
can no more think him capable of taking any 
Offence at one Perſon's fairly inquiring whe- 
ther the Apoſtle's Senſe correſponds in all 


A 2 points 
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points with his Int tion, than of re- 
ceiving any Pleaſure from another Perſon's 
inconſiſtently making a ſhew of defending 
his Sentiment, while he objects at the ſame 
time to three particulars, againſt which no juſt 
Exception can be made, in the Sentiment be 
defends. And I honeſtly declare that I ſet 
out in this Inquiry, with the ſtrongeſt Ex- 
pectation from his Lordſhip's high Authority, 
that any Objection to his Opinion muſt be 
founded on Miſtake ; with no ſhadow of a 
Preſumption to the contrary, but that which 
aroſe naturally from this Author's unfortunate 
Judgment : Who, as he has thought fit to 
object to three things in that Opinion which 
are liable to no Objection, may poſſibly have 
been led, by the fame fatality, to defend One 
which may not be altogerber ſo unexcep- 
fronable, 
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1 A ——_ has 


Epiſtle, from the 16th Verſe to the end of tbe Firſt 
a Letter to a Man of 


againſt the Objefions made to it by the Reverend 
 Meſfieurs Aſhton and Cooke, Fellows of Eton-Col- 


N obedience to Requeſt, which 
= will always r 
mand with me, I ſend you ſome Ob- 
ſervations on a Book, intitled, An Eſſay 
towards aſcertai the Senſe of the 


much controverted Paſſage in St. Peter's Second 


Chapter, by 4 Critical Diſcuſſion 


of the whole. I 


ality. In the 
<wbich the Lord Biſhop 0 London's Capes of 


the more fure Word of Propheſy, &c. is defended 


lege; and their ſeveral Solutions examin'd. By a 
_ 2 — of St. John's College, Cam- 
I End you have had an extraordinary Cha- 
rater of this Work; and ſeem particularly 4 

regret, on this very Account, the want of 
tunity, from your daily Engagements in Buſines 
of another nature, to attend ſufficiently to De- 


bates of this kind, to form a juſt Judgment of 
the Reaſonings on cher * of the N the Queſtion. 


161 
I cannot deny that the Book, and the Author 
of it, have been excellently well ſpoken of: The 
Author, as a Perſon * 
« make a Sacrifice of Truth to views of Intereſt, 
« or to the lower Motives of Envy :” As © one 


c who has long conceiv'd an Indignation againſt ſo 


e ſacred a thing as Scripture being proſtituted to 
c the idle, vague Method of conjectural In 

<« tation.“ The Book, as © the only ſure Method of 
Interpretation.“ As * des as Explication 
of a very obſcure Paſſage in fo clear a light that 
&« one is aſtoniſh'd to find that it has not been 


cc done before, till one recollects that it has never 


e been conſider'd in the ſame manner before.” 
2222 not before dreamt off by 
any Commentator.” As a Specimen 
56 — of Criticiſm, towards, at once, 
« evincing the Inſufficiency of all Int 
of Scripture, which do not proceed on its Prin- 
« ciples, and elucidating and — the 
meaning of am difficult Paſſage.” In ſhort, 
As a Work eſſentially different from, and in- 
* 1 1 erable to, thoſe it examines; 
as t on eſtabliſh'd Rules of Criticiſm, 
— _ made up intirely of partial 
Lights and vague Harangue.“ 
Theſe are all very high Encomiums, and ane 
en make no doubt ther the Tra is equal to 
the Modeſty of em, 7 come, from One who 
muſt — AA, to be moſt intimately acquainted 
wich both, from the Author bim af. 

And though you are hinder'd, as you tell me, 
as a very laborious, yet an honeſt, and moſt uſe- 
ful, if well-conducted, Work, from attending to 
the Perſormance of theſe large Promiſes, I would 
by no means have you raiſe your Ideas too high 
of the Pleaſures you loſe in being debarr'd from 
diving into the bottom of this Inquiry ; for not- 


withſtanding 


of the 
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withſtanding that this Gentleman 


profeſſes to have 


made the moſt of his time in this Compoſition, in P. 1. 


order to make the leſs of his Pain, I make ſome 
queſtion whether the courteous Reader, if he en- 
ter upon it with the ſame Expectation, will 
be fortunate enough to find the ſame good effect 


I have, myſelf, you are ſenſible, been no 
to Su nor un-acquainted with 

Pain ; with Pain ſo exquiſite and un-intermitting 
as, I hope, this Gentleman, in his late Confine- 
felt, as, I wiſh, in any future one, 
feel: Yet could I never find that 
of the moſt obſcure Paſſages in 


| 11 


to that which is at hand in the 


— In 
myſelf, with adoration, at his ene 
I have 1 a time, however, to try thi 
Gentleman's Preſcription : and after having — 
his Book with all the Attention I ſhall ever think p. 2; 
due to whatever comes from any one who has 


been in any 


a Proverd, ] can honeſtly declare 
— I do not find myſelf, in the leaſt, 
reliev'd by it from the Head- Ach. This I ſuggeſt 
to you, for your Comfort, who, being oblig'd 
to go abroad daily, ſeem anxious at the want of 
to follow the Preſcription, 

One thing in this Author is, I think, unpar- 
donable : That, not content with the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of that greater Portion of ity, and 


an 


better acquaintance with Scriptural Terms which P. 170, 
Providence, concurring with his own happy En- 71 


A 4 deavours, 


Vid. p. 2. 


& pathm, 


( 8] 


deavours, has, fo profuſely, pour'd into his Lap; 


he is for ever treating thoſe, whoſe humbler En- 
dowments and Acquiſitions, have thrown them 
fo far below his Flight, with a Contempt, which 
it-had been but common Charity in him to have 
diſſembled a little, if he had found himſelf un- 
able, entirely, to ſuppreſs it. | 
+ You find him, at every turn, oaching one 
of the two Gentlemen he has ſelected for the He- 
roes of his Dunciad, with the Gaiety and Elegance 
of his Stile, and with the entertaining manner of 
his Writing. This is not quite good-natur'd. 
For though we allow theſe Weakneſſes to be an 
Abomination to a Critic, and are far from ſuſ- 
ing that we ſhall ever be able to return the 

h on a Perſon of his profound Erudition, 
yet ſecure as he may himſelf, or I may con- 
ceive him, to be on this Side, he ſhould not for- 
get that there is an Error on the other, into which 
many a learned Man before him has fallen, with 
which ſome People may be pleas'd as little, or, 
perhaps, entertain d as much. 


Eft buic diverſum vitio vitium; prope majiis ! 


It is not a Happineſs to be hop'd for by every 
E AO, w9.3s 1 
comprehend wi iſcerning Spirit of an Abo- 
liab, or a Bezaleel, the whole Ia and Bearings 
of the Tabernacle ; but, ſure, you will not deny 
ſome ſmall ſhare of Praiſe to the mechanic Hand 
that twiſts the Silk, or melts the Gold : And 
while this able Artiſt is intent upon animating the 
Statue, why ſhould he detract from the inferior, 
tis true, but equally neceſſary, Skill of forming 
a Nail, or finiſhing a Hair ? 

The wiſe Diſpoſer of Nature, who formed the 
Thiſtle as well as the Roſe, who made one Star to 


differ 
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differ from another Star in Glory, has given Gifts 
to the Individuals of the Animal and tellectual 
World, with a various Hand; and, having giv'n, 
as he pleas'd, to all, be upbraideth none, with 
the want of Powers which has not beſtow'd, 
or with the meanneſs of thoſe well he has; but 
rejoices in the happy Harmony which reſulrs 
from the agreeing  Drver/ity of his Works: He 
e not from the Hare the Strength of the 
Lion; nor from the Elepbant the Swiftneſs of the 
Roe : And if he has bleſs'd this all- accampliſb d 
Gentleman with the Zynx's Beam, enabling him 
to deſcry the end of Things from their begin- 

ning, and run from Principles, through Infe- 
rences, to his Point, in a Series of well-con- 
need Reaſoning, by eftabliſs'd Rules of Criticiſm; 
let him adorn himſelf with one more Accompliſh- 
ment, more properly bis own, a modeſt Compla- 
cency in the Powers by which he is made to excel; 
and ſocially ſbetu the way to him whoſe more con- 
trated Sight will allow him only to ſee Things in 
partial Lights, and diſcourſe of em in vague 


Harangue. 
may be offended at 


= however this Author 
of Ingenuity, I could never, yet, 
How: that the eh of Cauſes was, at any time, 


made worſe by a little of it. Let any one, who 
has ever had occaſion to ſtrengthen his Belief by 


| fifting the Chaff of the late Writers on the fide of 


Infidelity, conſider, and ſay, how much they are in- 


debted, for the executicn of all their Artillery, 


not to Chriſtianity, which, being heavenly-tem- 
per'd, is proof againſt it all, but to the aukward 
Solemnity of * K who, with a better Intention 


than Addreſs, have embarraſs'd the Cauſe they 


were willing to ſupport. And let me aſk this 
very Author, if he does not conſider it as an ac- 


Faith, 


ceſſional Proof of the Divinity of our precious 


P. 171. 


[ 10 ] 
Faith, that it ſtill ſhines through the Obſcurity of 
its Explications, and does not yet ſink under the 
Dullneſs of its Defenders ! 

But, by leave of this awful Critic, I would 
be glad to know by what Authority he forbids 
the Banns between Truth and a chearful Counte- 
xance ? I am ſure, that ſome who have born the 
Commiſſion of Gop, and who, at leaſt, are 
mightier than be it, would have brought no ſuch 
Accuſation againſt the loweſt of their Fellow-La- 
bourers. I am in fear for the good Prophet, how 
he will eſcape the Cenſure, when, in the Gaiety of 
bis Stile, he mock'd the Votaries of Baal, and faid 
to this effect. Tou certainly ſpeak too low : 
Call louder : SD 
his Divinity : "Tis poſſible he may be engag d 
« in ſome Converſation of importance; or, ſo 
intent upon the purſuit of his Enemies, that 
he is not juſt now at leiſure to attend to the 
* requeſt of his Friends. Perhaps he may be ſer 
« out for his Country-Seat ! or has fat re aſt 
« Ni and his Servant may have foam 
e him!” 

There are ſome Things ſo ſelf-evidently ridi- 
culous, that you cannot make them more ſo 
any Medium, and which, for that Reaſon, 
hardly admit of a grave Confutation. And the 
Abſurdity in this very Inſtance, was of ſuch a 
fort, that the Repreſentative of Gov himſelf ſaw 
no better way to r than by 
entering into the very Spirit of their Error and 
ſeeming to allow it. And this, ſure, was a ſeri- 
— Subject. For the Point in controverſy was 
leſs than the Supremacy of the God of 
Thad! And need I appeal to the Event, whether 
this acute Reaſoner could have ſucceeded better 
by the beſt of his eſtabliſh'd Rules ? Nay, have 
not millions felt the force of this gay Addreſs, 

wag 
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of Nature. r f 
bis Blunderbuſs, 1 may, poſſibly, 
ſome uſeful Miſchief or other, with 
Sword. 

I can ſee, too, that he is not averſe, now 
then, to ſew on a Patch of a gaier Colour, w 


able to 
the 


Hogs 
Prophecy, that he had been — aal 
in learned Duſt, with his Folios, to 
of a College; yet when he begins to 
Enchantreſs Pleaſure, of the Charms = 
 velty, of enveloping and developing, of eclairciſ- 
ing the Place by eclairciſing the Expreſſion, of the 
Reverend Meſſieurs As n rom and Cook x, and, par- 
ticularly, of that dry Deſert the Red-Sea, he ſeems 
to be in a diſpoſition himſelf to ſhake off rhe 
Trammels of Criticiſm, and to drop the Scholar 
for a while in the Gentleman à la made! He, 


Vid. inf. 


P. 171. 


r. 169. He, very juſtly, obſerves that the only way of 


[ 12 ] 


rding againſt the almoſt imperceptible infa- 
— biting pal to our own Productions, 
is to examine the Propriety of them with the 
ſame ſtrictneſs we do another's ; and this, he adds, 
has not been wanting, in his Caſe. And yet, 
though he thinks it ſ ing extraordinary, that 
within a very little time, we ſhould have #wo 
Explications of this Paſſage, both differing from 
my Lord of London's and from each „ he 
ſeems not to be ſenſible of any thing extraordi- 
nary (fo little does he know hi ) in our 
having @ third in a very little time after, which 
differs from all the reſt ! 

But what is ſtill worſe, this Gentleman (whoſe 
Candor, it ſeems, can —_—_—— 
his Judgment) not content with the Apology (to 
which he has yet no Objection) which Mr. 4 
ton had made in his Advertiſement, for running 
counter to the great Names from which he thought 
himſelf oblig'd to diſſent, has found great matter 
of Offence in the very ſame Page, in which he 

his ion of that Excuſe, in theſe 
unfortunate Words: Dr. Sherlock, the pre- 
ſent Biſbop of London, in the firſt of his admired 
Diſcourſes.” I own I am at a loſs to find where 
the Crime hes which this Gentleman's Sagacity 
bas ſmelt out. Where can be the impropriety of 
conſidering a Prelate of the Eminence 
. amiable Light of an Overſeer of the 
Flock, than in the more invidious one of a Lord 
of the Heritage ? St. Peter would have taught 
him better. Or as the preſent Biſhop of 
one See, when he had ſo lately preſided over ano- 
ther ! Or what ſhadow of Diſreſpett can he 
trace in the mention of 4 Name, which carries 
more real Honor in it than any Title! A Name, 
which will be honour'd *till to ve and die be no 
longer 
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longer Subjects the Attention of a Man: 
till Prophecy i 7 ceaſe to ſupport the Hope 
rr — 
Speaker more an 
3 — the e 8 
—— as theſe ſhew, indeed, the 
Diſpefition of their Author; add zo weight to 
ce Kaul which finds em = to its Cnr t 
Let us wave therefore all this Buſineſs of idle Inſi- 
nuation, which is foreign to the of all equi- 
table Inquiry, unneceſſary to him who brings Proof, 
and ſeleſt to him who has none to bring. 

If the Deſcription giv'n of Prophecy in the 
Diſſertation be, at all, uneaſy to this Gentleman, I 
mult take the liberty to tell him, that it is nat Mr. 
Atoms, but the deſcription 
ſingular Piety, and Benevolence of his Heart, and 
the uncommon Force and Accuracy of his 
ritings, has done as much ſervice to 


| ſervi 
than all the reſt, and it is a very ſbort and 
one, viz. © Only, to be ſure what any 
Opinion is, before he ſits down to write fe 
againſt it.” The obſervance of this 
I dare ſay, would have ſav'd him much anneceſ- 
 fary Trouble, to which he has put himſelf duri 
his Month's Confinement, when a little more Re 
might perhaps have done better for him ; and 
+ Butler's Anal. Ed. Quart. p. 258, 
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© to the Apoſtle only, as an Evidence to 
e Chriſtians in common, in a manner, which 


* appears to me, to ſay the beſt, too labour'd, 
* and not a little perplex'd.” 


Here are i bree Conſiderations, you ſee, haid, 
by this Author, as a Ground for his not admit- 


ting the Solution of the in St. Peter, 


gif by Me. Hr; tat ab him- 
in another Place, t 

Mr. Afon's Solution, or thoſe Afſrtions — 
to that Author, which differ from what appears to 


bim to be the true one. Firſt, That Mr Mr. An 
ſuppoſes the Apoſtle to be here (in the contro- 
verted Paſſage) urging [the general] Evidences of 
Chriſt's coming again in Glory, and the ſame as 
in the next Chapter. The Second, That be un- 
go = We, in * We have a more furs 
Word rophecy,” Chriſtians in general. 

The Third, That be applies the other We's, 
which he owns refer to the Apoſtle only, as an 
Evidence to Chriſtians in common. 

Here are three Reaſons likewiſe =Y 
him, for his entering his Proteſt againſt 
three Suppoſitions. That the firſt is inconſiſtent 
with what appears to bim to be the Intention of 
the Paſſage. . That the Second is a Senſe which 
ſeems as con to all Grammatical Conſiruion, 
as to the of the Paſſage. And that the 
Third appears to him, to ſay the beſt, too laboured, 
and not a little perplex'd. 

I. Before we enter into the Merits of theſe 
ſeveral Objections, it claims to be obſerv'd,. 
That of the three Conſiderations upon which this 
Author grounds his diſſent from Mr. Afbton's 
Solution, there is not one which is peculiar to 
Mr. Afton, but each of em common to the 
Biſhop of London's Interpretation with Mr. - 4 

8. 


ne. 


P. 141. 


P. 112. 


ive a 


1161 
ons. And this is the more worthy our Obſer- 
vation, becauſe this Gentleman profeſſes to have 
read the Diſcourſes with all the Attention which a 


Work wrote in ſo maſterly a manner naturally 
engages. Becauſe he undertakes to conſider 


thoſe Paſſages particularly in Mr. Abton, which 
differ from what s to bim to be the true 


of St. Peter. And, Becauſe he 

adopts the entire Sentiment of his Lordſhip ſo 
abſolutely, without all reſervation, as not we 

may be, but to aſſert that it is the true 


I will 
full, though ſuccinct Proof of this, in 
. three Inſtances he has produc vc id. 
"hs, mo . _ to ſay the 
be in the firſt Antizie of 


And that 1 may not aſſume any thing, 


Mr. Aston ſtands charg'd with * in his 
Differtation, that St. Peter is, in the Paſſage in 
controverſy, urging the general Evidences for 
Chriſt's coming.——Now by the general Evidences 
of any Doctrine of C ity, I ſuppoſe, we 
mean the general Evidences of Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf, as a Divine Revelation. For every particu- 
lar Doctrine of Chriſtianity being included in, 
and deliver d under the ſanction of the, general 


Revelation, whatever has any tendency to give 


Credit to the one, will tend, in the ſame degree, 
to advance the Credibility of the other. And 
whoever will give himſelf the trouble to turn to 
the Diſſertation, may find it expreſly faid : 

That it is highly probable, that the Proofs of 
— i. e. the general Evidences of every 


one of its Doctrines, and this amongſt the reſt, 
as they were not neceſſary, were not intended in the 


Epiſtles of St. Peter. With 
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Now the obvious Senſe of eſtabliſhing any 
Doctrine by Arguments, this Gentleman is 
of Opinion, is to give as concluſive a Proof 
as can be givin of it. And his Lordſhip 
adds, that to prove this main Point, which be 
firſt diſcern'd to be the coming of Chriſt, the 
A introduc'd the Paſſage in W--- 
After this we hope this Gentleman will retract 


„We have a more fure Word 
of Chriſtians in general. 
In anſwer to an — 
which ſuppoſes x 
St. Peter, a _—_ = the Jo wy 
in the Opinion only Ws, 
Prejudices in favour of their own 1 
Lordſhip has theſe remarkable Words, to our 
preſent Whatever the Jews 
« think, St. Peter could not think Pro „c 
„ and could not therefore join himſelf in the ſ 
«<< Opinion with bis or the Words 
* are We,” allowing, evidently, that the Per- 
ſons to whom the Apoſtle is writing, the Fewifb 
Chriſtians, were comprebended in that Expreſſion; 
and ſuppoſing only, that the Apoſtle in the uſe 
of the firſt Perſon did not exclude, but join, 
himſelf, in opinion with, the Perſons to whom be 
This Gentleman cannot, therefore, urge it, 
v.ith any ſhadow of Propriety, or of a +: 
h out 
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Point, peculiar to Mr. Afoton's Solution, and in 
which it differs from what appears to him to be 
the true one, That in it the Le in We have 
a_more ſure Word of Prophecy,” is underſtood 
of Chriſtians in general, ſince we find it fo evi- 
dently ed is the fac Senfe in this ror: 
Extra from his Lordſhip's firſt Diſcourſe. | 

Once more it is to be ſhewn, 3. That it is 
not peculiar to Mr. Afoton's Solution, but com- 
mon to his with his n apply the 
Mes, which confeſſedly relate to — only, 
as, an Evidence to Chriftiens i in general. 

To clear this I ſhall only need to repeat a part 
> £0 _ I cited before from his Lordſhip. 
| Point the Apoſtle tells them, 
witneſs of his Majeſty,” 
been Eye- witneſſes of 
We's which, by Con- 
es only, as an Evi- 
Sf ha 
? to the Gin, to whom he was 
ws. 2+ 
Neither muſt this, then, be produc'd any more 
by. this Gentleman as an Objection that ariſes pe- 
culiarly to Mr. Aston Solution, as it differs from 
what he - conceives to be the true one, that he 
applies the Fes, which are allow'd to relate to 
the Apoſtles alone, as an Evidence to Chriſtians in 
common. Since it a from hence, that they 


= bw to the very ſame 


ppears, therefore, as I propos'd to prove, 
Thar, "of "of the three Conſiderations on which this 
uthor has his diſſent from Mr. Afbton's 
tion there, is not one that is peculiar to 
Mr. Apton's, but that every One of the Three is 
common to the Biſhop of London's with Mr. 
Aſvton's. | 
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I —— in the ſecond, ſomething, 


ſeems 


more, 


deed, are 
Solution 


SET 


& 


I would 
ved Rule, 


to all Grammatical 


P. 171. 


P. 172, 
be abfurd in a Diſſer- 


ppoſitions which are fraught 


4 s 
by the ſame Author, in 


ſame 


of his 


fame age 
B 3 


P. 29. 
From 
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F the abſolute ty 
mar Rein 0 N 


er in eve pur of 
Cncenee, tat cn be 


Error, That in 
in compariſon 22 
an Author 


Port on: of e ) 
nerve e right to ff TY 
of Criticiſm it is 

written, Opere in longo fas eſt * 
But what reſource will your Good - nature have, 
if we indulgent r 


Pear, that three O5 


ally hard upon 


lion, and concludes not bi 
ei it turn out to the ( 
2 true Method of Criticiſm, or o this 
Cuties 8 of it, when we 
ingenious an A re 
his Readers with ſuch a 
— Abſurdity in the very entrance on his 
W 


Veſtibulum 4. ipſum, N in faucibus 4 
Gorgones Harpyiæque, & forma . mA ! 
Ig. 


IT. I will now ſhew this Author, 
« That tis Ledige Opinion with which Mr. 
Aſhton's coincides in every one of the Inſtances to 
which he has thought proper to object, ſtands 
upon the ſame foor Credibility, in each of 
thoſe Reſpects, as it did before the Attack made 
upon it by this wnfortunately learned —_— 


ODER FFF WIG Tomita 


[ 23 ] 
That the Abſurdities are of his own creation, and 


this. unwieldy Engine of Criticiſm, inſtead of ſerving 
- the Purpoſes for which it was invented, has, in 


the Fins, mum 


„It is the Sport to ſee the 
40 Hat ins en Pendl at Hg hand 
But I will delve one Yard below his Mine, 
And blow him to the Moon. Oh, *tis moſt ſweet 
«© When in one Line eo Ut dredtly meer! 


Shakeſpear's Hamlet 
ble, then, I fay, but that a 
mitted which fu the 


ſome Evidences, as 

r. Abbton's do, for the 

as the Reaſon giv'n by 

y it is nat poſſible to admit ſuch a 

That the Suppoſition is i 
— 


-+ 


Page 

th. He begin _ Proof der k bang 
er, vd an Indignation againſt ſo facred a 
Thing as Scripture being proſtituted to the idle, 
vague, Method of com ectura ! Interpretation,) 
* That. all betzpeen the Veeſes, immediacy pre- 
« ceding che Polemic Paſſage and the beginaingof 
the "third Chapter, is but one great Parenthefis, 
into which the * is carried 
B 4 from 


P. 20. 


[ 24 \ 

* from the mention of his ſolicitude for them, 
* his Diſciples, I ff are meant.” The or- 
p. 55. der of this Proof as far as I can underſtand it, is 
this — “ That there is no Chaſm in the Senſe.” 
— Nothing wanting to make the Connexion 
<« full and complete.” — © That the © and there- 
« fore,” or ſomething like it, which this Gentle- 
« man has ſupplied, would have been 9 
had the Words immediately follow'd one ano- 
« ther: But there is no room for any ſuch Par- 
.« ticles of Connexion after @ long Parentbefis, 
= =_ ——_ * 1 Senſe.” 
*« Conſequently between is but one great 
* Parentbefis.” — ** All this, therefore, the fix 
« Verſes of the Paſſage, and the ſucceeding 
Chapter, to which it is connected, 
of Twenty-two Verſes only, is plainly Paren- 

<< thetic to the courſe of the Epiſtle.” 
As this is the firſt Inſtance in which this Gen- 
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the Epiſtle which is che ſubject of our 
Debate. For let ag ſuppoſe — — 
from the Coutſe of dhe Epiſtle at the end of the 
fourth, at this Gentleman bas done at the end df 
the fiſteenth, Verſe of the firſt Chapter of this 
ſecond Epiſtle, and, having reminded them of 
The exceeding great and pretious Promiſes," by which 
Bading eſtap'd the Corruption that is in the World, 
' through Laſt, they might be Partakers of the divine 
: Nature, (for it is juſt as natural to imagine that 
his Solicitude for his People's ef that Cor- 
'Promiles, ' might 
him, occaſionally, into a Parentheſis at 7b1s, 
other Circum- 
ſame in this, as in that ion) 
follow the Du& and Run of his Thought for 
their welfare, through a Series of Ideas, one hang- 
„ till he recover Hintiſelf,* and fe- 
ment from which” he "firſt ſtarred 


ra wr Refring 

| D La e ir e Wand, and ag n 
wut def . 

tan hat, as 4 whole. But how is it proportionate 

"as 4 part, when ir one of theſe Thilances (form'd 

os and by the fame Rule, 

this Gentleman's) it is above be "times as Tong 


as all the reſt of 'the pile which is not in Paren- 


theſis. In anther near as long qgain; and even 
in chat which is of bis own formation, contains a 
Series of Twenty-eight Verſes, in a Letter conſiſt- 
ing barely of Sixty-three. So that if you deduct 

the 


to,” und be ei % 


P. 172. 
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Verſes of the Letter, which are purely 
I As the ke 


F. 171. 


Edition. And as all the Merit he 
apply 1/m 


e, and in one inflance to exemphlty 
ought to be done in all, — Ab uno diſce omnes. 
If the Trammels of Criticiſm have cramp'd ſo 
curious a Prejector in his firſt ſetting out, I do 
aid, not wonder at the ſtrong Diſpoſition he has diſ- 
cover d in the preſent Age to get rid of em. Nor 
can I'think if he had flown the Wings 
Fancy and Conjefture how he have gone with 
leſs Eaſe to bimſelf, or with leſs Advantage to the 
Buſineſs he had in hand, to his ] 's end. 
This Gentleman, particularly either 
P.;;. forgot himſelf again, or 1 do not underſtand by 
what Authority he has taken upon him to inſtitute 
e 
erſes 
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s of another, in an Epiſtle conſiſting only 
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Ver. 12. Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift. Wherefore I will nat | 


be negligent to put you always in remembrance of theſe 


Things, though ye know So, acts * 


— Fer if ve 
Fir ſo. 
niſtred unto 


sss. ss EDI DD emp SOySHSESTSTSYS 


A 1 © = ww 


775 Rn 
uo RUTHER 
J | LE Ly 5 
bs | ah SITS 
oP | = > i | 
JIE 64, * F784 11 <Q 
15 1 e 
te 


e G G eos ra g. s. S ag TIT 1 88 SL 


katate GORSa He —_ op 


29 


15 Fr f 0 by 1 le — h 
1 1 127 
21 1 Fe 15 
HRT O81 
116 il 1 165 
11 0 eee 
HLH AP os 1 12101 


Wy 09"Vy Ry IF a WW. v WW VV OW Wy v WW WW 


»” W 


bear hard upon 
chu 


more evident relation to the Doctrine of Chriſt's 


attempt to infer more than that © The 
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331 


the Hypotheſis itſelf, and con» 
Jes more for the Proofs of Chriſt's Coming 


again in Glory being urg'd here by the Apoſtle, 


Period out 
ich it takes its riſe. For what can bear a 


of 


Coming again in Glory, and be, at the ſame time, 
more plainly different from that Doctrine, than the 
Proof of it is? And what does this Gentleman 
ſomething 
contain'd in his Parentheſis, ſhould be plas 
ferent from that other ſometbing, out of which it 
ariſes, yet relative to it ! 

Nor can the leaſt ſhadow of an Abſurdity be 
rais'd, from this Method of Argumentation, 
againſt the tion of the Apoſtle's being 
here, urging Evidences of Chriſt's Coming 
in the and inchafive Part of the 
Period, till it be ſhewn that he has been urging 
the ſame Evidences in the Part which is 
and excluſive of the ſuppos d Parentheſis: Whi 
I ſuppoſe, this Gentleman will not undertake to 
ſhew ! For this Re reaches no farther 
_ to conclude, That the gy 2 45 in 

reſpective Period be plainly differ- 
ent ; — — . If, therefore, they 
are not the ſame (as they muſt be in any In- 
ſtance but this) there is no hurt done, notwith- 
what is ſaid of the nature of a Parentheſis. 
But the Proofs of a Doctrine being plainly different 
from (that is, evidently not the ſame with) the Doctrine 
itſelf, the Doctrine may conſtitute the Principal, 
and the Proof of that Doctrine may, as naturally 
as (if not more ſo than) any other thing, be con- 
tain'd in the Parenthetic Part. And that this is 
the Caſe, in fact, in confe ok Parenthbeſes, —_ | 

a : Y 


[ 34 ] 
they are introduc'd with the ſame Particle of 
Connexion which introduces this in debate 
between us, I refer this Gentleman to, the only 
one in, St. Peter's Epiſtles, at the eighth Verſe of 
the ſecond of this ſecond Epiſtle ; 
(Briumart yap, Cc.) and to no leſs than Thir- 
teen others in the courſe of St. Paul's. Rom. ii. 13. 
(eu yap of dnpoarai) vii. 1. (yweoxzo: yap) 
1 Cor. xv. 5. (Ta)nion yap) xvi. g. (MaxiSovias 
yap) 2 Cor. i. 20. (cal yap) v. 7, (dia wigws 
yap) x. 4. (rd yap SN) Gal. ii. 8. (5 yap ivep- 
ynoas Tlirpy) Epb. v. g. (8 yap xapros) Heb. v. 
13. (vn yap is: Vil. 21. (& h yap Topic) 
x. 23. (xigégs yap) Xii. 20. (I pen ve) In 


every one of which it is eaſy to ſee, that the 


P. 20, 21. 


Thing included in the Parenthetic Part contains 
a Ground, or Reaſon, or Principle, or Argu- 
ment for, or a Proof of, the Poſition deliver d 
in the principal Part of the Period. If therefore 
he will have this to be a Parentheſis, he will, I 
preſume, have it like all other Parentheſes; and, 
if it be fo, it may naturally, and moſt probably 
will, contain ſome Evidences of the Coming of 
Chriſt in Glory. 

If then the nature of this Paſſage, as @ Paren- 
thefis, will furniſh us with no inconſiderable 
Clue to the preciſe and determinate Intention of it, 
from this Conſideration, (which is the only one 
that is urg'd from its Nature, as 4 Parenthgfis) 
that, in a Period, the Parenthetic Part contains 
ſomething plainly different from the Principal, but 
relative to it; and if we allow the Principal to 
contain the Doctrine of Chriſt's Coming again in 


Glory (which ſeems to come the neareſt to the | 


Purpoſe for which this Argument is introduc'd) 
the Proofs of the Doctrine of Chriſt's Coming 


again in Glory, ſeem to bid the faireſt to be the 
p. zr. Preciſe and determinate Intention of it. Which is 


quite 


re „ ih. SS anrhNHtQ<H, OD 
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(as he expreſſes himſelf) of it. Though, 


tion from the Intention, as 
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[ 35 ] 


quite contrary to what this Gentleman intended to 
prove, when he told us, That it was for this 
Reaſon that he could not admit a Solution which 


ſu „ Yo foggy + ogy re = 
Mr. K. Abbtor's after his Lordſhip's, does) the 
Apoſtle to be here urging the Proofs of that 
Doctrine — as that Suppoſition is imconſitent 


© ds 


The t then from the nature of the 
Parentheſis havi deſerted from this Gentleman's 
ſide of the and being plainly engag d 
on the 


oppoſite ſide, we will now ſee, it you 
pleaſe, what Aſſiſtance he may receive from that 
which is deriv'd from the Order and 


Ace 


indeed, 


the Order and Dependence of this Part of the 
Epiſtle is the ſame, and will always be ſo, whether 
the Paſſage, under Deliberation, be confider'd az 
Parenthetic, or not. 

But here we are in by the Appearance 
of another before its time, which this 
Author has unfortunately * under the firſt 


Article of his Charge, — rly belongs 
to the ſecond : An Argument f upon the 
Conſtruction of the Words, and the Grammati- 
cal Application of the Wes from 
the Seventh Line of the 21ſt and ending 
at the Twenty-firfſt Line of the 23d Page, exclu- 
five : As this, however, can have no Place here, 
unleſs the Author propoſes, by ſome eftabliſh'd 
Rule of Criticiſm, to prove the Intention from the 
Conſtruction, and then back again, the Conſtruc- 


wo ſuſpetted Perſons 


P. 28. 


may contribute their mural by appearing to 


the Characters of each other, I ſhall beg leave, 
upon the ſtrength of ſo good a a Precedent as we 
have lately ſeen, to throw this into one long Paren- 

C 2 theſis ; 


7. 
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theſis ; reſerving the Conſideration of it to a 
time when it may come to be more naturally con- 
ſider'd, and proceed to his Proof from the Order 
and Dependence. 

This Gentleman is of Opinion that from ſome 
Conſiderations ariſing from the Order and De- 
pendence of the Parts of this Paſſage on each 
other, we may fairly conclude, «© That the deſign 
& of the Paſlage is to place the Authority of 
<« the Apoſtle in its full Light as @ Teacher of 
« Chriſt's future Power and Coming, againſt 
e that of the falſe Teachers who ſhould come af- 


<« ter; and conſequently, iat we are not to look 


4 for here the Evidences upon which this Doc- 
e trine is founded.” 

Now the Order of this fairly concluſrve Proof, 
as far as I can underſtand it, is —— That the 
& Apoſtle having begun with ſetting before his 
« Chriſtians of the Circumciſion, the great and 
* precious Promiſes of their Faith, together 
« with the indiſſ le Condition of *em, an holy 
« Liſe, proc to expreſs bis Solicitude about 
<« their continuing in the ſame Stedfaſtneſs they 
ce were then — And more eſpecially, as he was 
« ſoon to die a Martyr of the Doctrine, bis De- 
« fire that he might leave them a fanding Preſer- 
tc vative, calling the Truth of his Doctrine 
& back to their Remembrance — and, 

That he aſſures them, That the Reaſon of 


* this (i. e. his Solicitude and Deſire) was That 


„ he had the higbeſt Aſſurance and greateſt Cer- 
„ tainty of the Truth of his Doctrine from the 
«© Miracles of the Glorification and Teſtimony 
„ which he had ſeen and heard --— and, 

« From a Word of Prophecy, more fur 


e than 
*« theſe, to which the higheſt Attention was due, 
<« as being not from the Man himſelf, but from 


66 That 


the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 


[ 37 1 


4 That ſuch a Pre ive as this mult have a 
« wonderful Effect on their Minds —— With 
is reſpect to the Subject, as it was of infinite mo- 
«< ment. With reſpect to the Teacher — His 
t 4 Love and Concern for them His 
«« Zeal for the Doctrine — His Sincerity — His 
H iſtinction N Apoſtles, having, with 
<« only two others, been admitted to this firſt 
« Scene of Chriſt's Glory —— His having ſtill 
* this ſurer Word in whatever that Certainty con- 
« ſiſted, of Prophecy. 

«© That all this coming as the laſt Monition of 
« a dying Apoſtle, and their Apoſtle ; That 411 
« this, he repeats, muſt ſtrike their Minds, and 
« prepare em for Indignation againſt the falſe 
« Teachers. 

«© That the Contraſt between the different 
tc and quite oppoſite Characters of Immora! and 
« Mercenary Teachers, and that of the Apoſtle, 
* who was ready to lay down his Life wp #4 
« the Reward of Virtue, was ſucceſsfully apply” 
<« to inſpire them with a juſt Indignation againſt 
« ſuch Teachers. . | 

4 That the former Part of the Paſſage in Con- 
<« troyerſy, riſing naturally out of the mention 
ce of himſelf (as oppos'd to falſe Teachers) and 
« the latter (the Deſcription of 'thoſe Teachers) 
« being relative w the Trier, and both being 
© pre to what comes after, to guard thera 

: it the Doctrine. of Chriſt's nat Coming 


« turally ring out of the preceding, and ſuited 


. 


P. 26. 


Ibid. 


. 25. 


Evidences of Chriſt's Coming again in Glory 

or rather whether every Conſideration 

which is here advanced, will not lead us naturally, 

and, almoſt, unavoidably, to conclude that the 

A Chriſt's Com: is 1 
8 again in G 

If, after ore his Diſciples the great 
Promiſes 2 Faith, and the indiſ 
Condition of obtaining them, the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes his Solicitude about their continuing in 
the Stedfaſtneſs they were then is it unna- 
tural to ſuppoſe him to be urging ſome Evidence: 
of that Truth in which he was ſolicitous that they 
ſhould continue ſtedfaſt ! 

If he expreſſes a Deſire to leave à ft 
fervative, after his Deceaſe, of a0 he 
had taught em, by calling 1 
membrance, Heer 
by leaving @ ſtanding Memorial of the Ground of 
thoſe Truths, bn tad, at the ſame time, 
to their Remem e one of the principal Evi- 
„ _ the Credit of thoſe Truths was 

c 

If he aſſures them that the reaſon of his 
Solicitude and Deſire was, that he had the * 
Aſſurance and greateſt Certainty of the T 
the Doctrine 7 — the Miracles of the Saban 
and Teftimony which he had ſeen could 
be 1 


thoſe Miracles as the gr, 
of that Doctrine 


Pre- 
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[ 39 ] 
If he aſſures them farther, that he had the 


Degree of Aſſurance of the juſtneſs of their 

tion from the Word of Prophecy, ſtill more 

ſure, could he have expreſs'd himſelt more fully 

if he had urg'd that Word of Prophecy as an Evi- 

. 
to expect 

If ſuch a Preparative was to have a wonderful 
Effect upon their Minds, would that Effect be 
weaker if theſe Conſiderations were urg d as 
Proofs of the Point he was inforcing, than if they 
were not urg d as Proofs of it 
If the Doctrine was of infinite moment, 
== weight of it be diminiſ'd by the 

roof ! | 

ould not his Love and Concern for his Diſ- 
ciples, his diſintereſted Zeal and Sincerity in 
teaching, be equally viſible, if he did offer ſome 
Reaſons for the Truth of what he taught ? 

Was his Diſtinction among the Apoſtles, from 
his having, only with two others, been admitted to 
the firſt Scene of Chriſt's Glory, leſs conſpicuous 
if he related that Miracle as a Proof of the 
Leſſon he would inculcate, than if he related it 
as a ſimple Fact, without inferring any thing in 
aid of his Purpoſe from it | 
Could his having ſtill that ſurer Word of Pro- 

(in whatever it conſiſted) for the Truth of 
ine, loſe any thing of its Credit by 
being in fact, a Proof of it 
Could all this come with leſs Force as the laſt 
Monition of a dying Apoſtle, and of their Apo- 
ſtle, if he prov'd his Doctrine, than if he prov'd 
it not ! —_ 

Could all this ſtrike the Minds of thoſe to 
—— — —— _— ————— 
Indignation againſt the falſe Teachers, w 
—S 

4 


P. 26. 


i * * 

Does not the former Part riſe as naturally out of 
the mention of himſelf, and the latter relate as evi- 
dently to the former, and are not both as prepa- 


to what comes after, to guard em againſt 


the ine of Chriſt's zo: Coming again in 
Glory, if you allow that the Apoſtle, in the for- 
mer Part, is offering ſome Proofs of Chriſt's 
Coming again in _ than it you ſuppoſe 
him in that Paſſage, to be offering none 
Do not the Proofs of Chriſt's Coming riſe as 
naturally opt of the preceding Part (in which he 
expreſſes his Solicitude to leave a ſtanding Pre- 
ſervative againſt the contrary Doctrine) and are 
not as evidently relative to the ſubſequent 
Part (which contains a glowing Invefiive againſt 
the falſe Teachers of that other Doctrine) and 
et as different from both, as the Paſſage can 
be, if it include no Proofs ! 
Theſe Queſtions anſwer themſelves —— and 


from every Particular of bis ſingly, and from 


all this coming with united Force, we may 
conclude, the direct reverſe of this Gentleman's 
Concluſion, that the Deſign of the Paſſage may 


be, upon his Principles, and in natural Conſe- 


uence of every one of the Reaſons he has aſ- 


fign'd for the contrary, to prove the Doctrine, and 


conſequently that we may here look for the Proofs 
of that Doctrine. | 

So that this fairly concluſive Proof has the hard 
Fortune (which is no new thing in this only ſure 


Method of Criticiſm) to conclude fairly againſt the 


Argument it was brought to ſupport. It 
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_ na then, in fact, however it 
y have appear d to this Gentleman, to be in- 
— — with the Intention of the hs > to 
ſuppoſe him urging here ſome Evidences for the 
Coming of Chriſt Ss Us —- a can this be 
any good Reaſon why a Solution which contains 
ſuch a Sup as the Biſhop of London's and 
Mr. Afbton's do, may not be admitted. 
Nor do I ſee, if —_ dw that no Proofs are 
iis in the Pallien, and cos. too, all that 
is ſuppos'd by this Author, (which we will now 
2 it for future Conſideration) how all 
S thority of the Apoſtle. 
Suppoſing him to of himſelf alone (which 
by gry #otgs Fears Pages to prone) how 
would this ſhew his Diſtinction amongſt the 
Apoſtles more (to thoſe who knew. that two others 
＋ „ to — 8 Honour — 
the People to w is writing, 
did) than if ou ſuppoſe him to be ſpeaking af 
himſelf and thoſe two others ! 

But if the mention of a Miracle which he with 
0 others ſaw, could im 3118 
Reſpect on the Minds 92 ——_ 
having the Spirit of —— which was not 
culiar to himſelf, DO” 1 
Apoſtles, could excite no Idea of Eminence aud 
Diſtinction above others of his Brethren. And 1 
would be glad to know how-this Author will re- 
concile his Reaſoning K 
vich whar he expreſly afſerts in Page — That 
s jt would not beighten the Force of his Me- 
> * mento.if he fu that it was the general 

© Doctrine of all who taught the Goſpel, as well 
os « as himſelf 2 

For neither could: it add to the Nation of bis 
Authority to ſuggeſt that he was endew'd with 
any Gift (that of Prophecy for Inſtance) _- 


P. 121. 
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to himſelf, but the common 
many who taught the Goſpel as well 


was not 


as bimpelf ! 

r as it is here very ſtrongiy 

That St. Peter's having ftill the Spirit 

of Proptey for the Truth of what he had taught 
'em, could give him any preference above his 

Fellow-labourers, who were under the 4 

— the things which they had 


of 


ch fore by Chriſt his Maſter And In- 
ſpiration in general included in the very 
2 Chriſt, it could add 10 


n 
the three Reaſons upon _ 


| Rr 
Mr. Abton's Solution, That he 5efides under- 


the We, in We have a * 


| 


| 
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We as well as St. 
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ſeem to be contrary to all 
2 ConftruZion. (As to the Deſign of the 
need be ſaid till the Deſign of 
the P is ſbewn). In which Enquiry. it will 
fall in, — to be conſider d how far the Ves, 
in the of the Paſſage, may 
this Author ſuppoſes, to St. Peter himſelf. 


Now this Paſſage, we are infornf'd, 1 riſes 


out of a Place where the Apoſtle is 


himſeif, Beg ane, in the 


may be A he = pb 
ſo that from this 


2 oY 


Gentleman's oel Prince it will follow. chat 


alone that he underſtands 
St. James and St. wy ag" 


We all as 
included in tat 


L obſerve farther, ®* Thiit whatever cheve can bo 
no doubt that St. Peter ſpeaks of himſelf alone, he 
expreſſes himſelf in the fngular Number by I, and 
not Ve. This I think may be obſerv'd univerſally. 


And I ellzve ic wil mand this learned Gentle- +: 


man to produce even one fingle from either 
of his Epiſtles where the Caſe is otherwiſe. As 
1 


may be ſome doubt whether git be himſelf 
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$29) 
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ident then that in the Place out of which 
Ap its riſe, he ſpeaks of himſelf 
| gains 4 ETeIacow, pita 
there may be ſome doubt whe- 
continu'd to ſpeak of himſelf alone, 
t have continu'd to ſpeak in the ſame 

One would think that 10 preſumption 
iſe from the variation of the Number 
Perſons ſpoken of were the ſame; but 
fair Preſumption would ariſe from the uſe 
zrent Number that different Perſons were 
in it; ef] y as we are certain that 
bus than one were intereſted in the Fact 
is there relating. And whatever weight 
be in theſe Obſervations, to ſhew that 
may not wxdoubtedly underſtand bimſelf 
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of a 


alone in the Wes by which the iyvwpionyury, the 
imerTa yeunfirres, and the fxsoaury are tranſ- 
lcd, in the relation of the Miraces, fo much 


taken 


8 
F 


from the certainty of the Ne, by 
uv is tranſlated, when he ſpeaks to 
reference to himſef alone, 
if it can. be ſhewn that what Ul of inves Pres 


12 
i 
; 


- va 
Je deube that the IV, here, may relate to Chrifions 
in gener 

As the firſt Wes cannot owe. be dy abr to 
the Apoſtle alone, becauſe 
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of bimſelf alone is I, and not Fe. And 
Expreſſion can be reſtrain d to two others 
ſide himſelf, for #o other Reaſon than that 
others were concern'd, by confeſſion, in the Sub. 
ject which he there treats : For it 
commons of Apoſtles as two, if all 7 
well as two, had been manifeſtly en- 


had been eg 
treating of another Subj 
Reaſon aſſign'd why 
the latter , may not com i 
with himſelf, if it be ſhewn that all Chrifians are 
equally concerw'd in that Subject with himſelf. 
This Gentleman is, I 
when he repreſents it as a Sup 


might as well 


"op that Circumſtance, or all Chriſtians as 
2 the A poſtles, if all Chriſtians as well 


le de fu P. 67. 


to be made that che Apefle cull 5 Ipeilc of all * 


&« Chriſtians in common, in the firſt Perſon, in 
<« which he had confeſſedly ſpoke of himſelf (1 
<« add, and -o others) in oer nen to them, 
8 ee 
** Perſon again, (I fu 
ſe to em is meant) in the cond Perſon ve 
for how abſurd ſoever * 5 n 
Eye of a Critic, it will imply no A e in the 
Opinion of a Chriſtian Divine, when I ſhall pro- 
duce an inſtance in which an Apoſtle does, unde- 
niably, ſpeak of all Chriſtians in common, in the 
firſt Perſon, in which he had, confeſſedly, ſpoke of 
himſelf (and other Apoſtles) in contradiſtinction to 
= 1) in common; . nay of a ſingle Apoſtle too, 
in contradiſtinction to all the Apoſtles, nay of 
himſelf alone in contradiſtinttion to all the reſt, and 
then, in the very next Sentence, the Per- 
oe. and ſpeaks to them in the ſecond 
on 


The 


P. 67. 


P. 53. 


Ver. 1. 
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The Place in which I would inſtance (in 
which I am very clear, and which ſeems to 


me ſo clearly appoſite to the Purpoſe 
that it will ſtrike at the rf A and bid 
fair to bear a ſecond view) is in the Firſt Chap- 
ter of the Firſt Epiſtle of St. John. 

At the Seventh Verſe tbe Apoſtle ſpeaks un- 
deniably of Chriſtians in common in the firſt Per- 
ſon, "If we walk in the Light, ids iv To Seri wept- 
T ATW, In the eighth the ſame, If we ſay that 
we have no Sin, iav aTwuiv &rt 8% Exop4y---In the 
ninth the ſame, F we confeſs our Sins, iay òho- 


Noyes nuay----In the tenth the ſame, If we ſay 
we make, iay anwwuv gy==== 


In which firſt Perſon he had confeſſedly ſpoke 
of himſelf (and other A ) in contradiſtinction 
to Chriſtians in at the firſt and third 
Verſes, What we have ſeen and heard, we declare 
unto you, 8 axmbayiv, © inpaxayu, arayyinno- 
pay". In which he had ſpoke of St. Thomas 
alone, in contradifin tien to all the Apoſtles Our 
Hands have handled, c Xeps5 nuav 993 
Of himſelf alone in contradiſtinction 
reſt of the Apoſtles, and to all Chriſtians. Theſe 
Things we write unto you, rabra 12 u atv. 
And then in te very — Sentence, in which he 
F 
Perſon, he 
#0 them in the "Ar (and _— E 15 * 
Number) Texvia jou, Tara yeaQu due, 
da u auaprore, 2 Things I write unto you 


OY 
if this very learned Gentleman will 
n from this very 


Exit that it is no ſingular thing 


c 


enn: in the firſt Perſon, and then in the 
very next, nay, in the very ſame Sentence, 
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change the Perſon, and ſpeak 1 them in the 
ſecond. | 

At the fourth Verſe of the firſt Chapter, we 
read, We have received (nuitv dd wenras) the moſt. 
great and precious Promiſes, that through them ye 
may be partakers of the Divine Nature, yet. 

Again, at the thirteenth Verſe of the third 
Chapter it is written, We expe#, weoodoxducy, 
new Heavens and a new Earth, wherefore, beloved, 
take ye heed, ons agar. 

That the Ves in both theſe relate to 
all Chriſtians, St. Peter himſelf in another Place 


bears witneſs ; where he thus addreſſes himſelf to Abs f. 39 


his Audience, The Promiſe is to you, and to your 
Children, and to all, vpt» , rec Thavers dude 4 
7 many as the Lord our God Ball call, ö 


himſelf alone, or of himſelf in conjunction with 

all Chriſtians, in We have a more ſure Word (I 
k with reſpect to the 5 

ion of the Ve, now, without any 
to the Senſe 


if it c 
4 that St. Peter ſpeaks here of himſelf alone, 
« thing is certain in Language. 


hence I draw my laſt Conſequence 


1481 

ſecond Objedtion, * That the underſtanding the 
222 We have a more ſure Word of Pro- 
« phecy of Chriſtians in general,” is by no means 
contrary to all Grammatical Conſtruction, but that 
the Biſhop of London's Interpretation, and Mr. 
Aſoton's, in both which it is ſe underſtood, are, 
in this reſpect, as juſt as ti were, notwith- 
ſtanding the Force of this ion, 


HI. I come now to the third Objection made 


by this learned Gentleman againſt Mr. Afton's 
Solution (and againſt bis own tao) That in 

< it the other Wes, which we own refer to the 
* Adefics only, .are are applied as an Evidence to 
* Chriſtians in common, in a manner which 
© to him, to ſay the beſt, too labour'd, — yon 
* a little perple d.“ Now as this Gentleman 
has not to aſſign amy other Reaſon for his 
to the Ap ion of theſe Nes, which 
relate to the Apoſtles alone, as an Evidence to 


Touchitone — gh from Wrong 
yt = th pet Een of may with 
the greateſt requir'd from the Retailers 
of Conjetture and Su for every A 
they make, I will produce my Reaſon why this 
manner of applying the es in © Me beard,” 
= * were Eye-witneſſes,” We made known,” 
ER. pretty natural, and 
And it is only this, Thar if the 
Apoſtle = ſuppos d and allow'd to be here 


offering 
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offering this Fact as an Evidence to Chriſtians wa 
common, he could not poſſibly have expreſs 
himſelf in amy other manner than he now does. 
For I deſire to be told in what other manner any 
Perſon can expreſs himſelf with regard to a Fact 
he is giving in evidence of any thing, to any 
Number of Men, but by declaring ſolemnly, as the 


Apoſtle here does, o them, tuat he had the 


Arongeſt aſſurance from his own Senſes of the truth „ide cupr; 


of it! Does not St. Jabn in the Paſſage cited 
above, ground the Evidence of the Truth of the 
Doctrine he was inculcating into his Diſciples, that 
is, Chriſtians in common, upon what be had ſeen 
and beard, * 5 inparauiy o axniauo.” that is, 
upon Nes (to uſe this Gentleman's elegant Ex- 


Truth of Facts which he declares be 
beard. Or to any Inferences he ſhall think proper 
to deduce as ing on the Authority of 
thoſe, or of Facts of the ſame Nature with thoſe. 
Or will he ſhew me any Evidence which carries 
more Conviction with it to bim, for the Truth of 
all that he as a Chriſtian believes, than that which 
ariſes from Facts which Apoſtles declare in their 
own Names, that they have ſeen and heard 

It is one thing to atteſt a Fa#, and another 
to receive the Evidence ariſing from that At- 
teftation. And though the Apoſtles alone were 
capable of doing the firſt, yet every Chriſtian, 
I hope, may with ſafety admit and depend upon 
the other. Elſe what ſhall we ſay to our Ground 
of Truſt in that Foundation of our bleſſed Hope 
which is laid by the Apaſtles and Prophets upon 
the Authority and Suppert of Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
we acknowledge to be the Head corner Stone. 


D And 


P. 165. 


the Facts which are here introduc'd 
in confirmation of his Doctrine, 
Evidence in them to the Body of Chriftians but 


[ 50 ] 
And indeed if the Caſe were otherwife, and if 


K 


find, That the Objefrons, ſuppoſing them 
well-grounded, bear equally bard againſt the Opi- 
mon be eſpouſes, as they do againſt the Opinion he 
rejefts. We have ſeen farther, that the three 
Reaſons on which the Objections are grounded, 
are, in fat, no Reaſons; but all of em, and every 
one, to ſay the beſt, but ingenious Conjectures. 
Conſequently that the Solution which he cannot 
admit, as well as that which he can, are equally 
* th. 
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a 

to Mr. AfÞton's Scheme. I heartily give Mr. 

Joy upon being the Author of a Scheme which 
can admit no other Anſwer than his 


oot, alas! be rotten 
Let us aſcend 


the Wonders of the fair Fabric. 
III. But before he enters upon 
ticular Examination of Mr. 46 


being able to defend Mr. Antons Opi- 
nion againſt this Author in thoſe * in which 
it agrees with his 'Eordſhip's, it is with a trembling 
Hand that I proceed to defend it on any pgint in 
which it differs from the Sentiment of * . pk 
ſummate Maſter. But I fortify myſelf with an 
entire Reſolution to aſſert nothing but neceſſary 
Truth, with an honeſt Hope that no great Mind 
can receive any als, from any thing tha 
2 15 


— 


— . — 
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Is ſo. By this means I ſhall ſecure myſelf againſt 
the fear of giving any Offence to thoſe whom I 
ſhould be ſorry to offend ; 
ſures of others who, miſled their own 
Appetite, diſguſt the more delicate Senſe by a 
nauſeous Civility! I proceed therefore to the Ar- 
guments of this Gentleman. 
There are two Things then in which Mr. Afton 
has taken the liberty to diſſent from his Lorſhip's 

inion. The ſpeedy Coming of Chriſt,” and 
the Compariſen and Preference of the Word of 
Prophecy mention'd by St. Peter as @ Proof to 
the Miracles mention'd in the fame Place by the 
{ame Apoſtle. 

In the firſt of theſe this Gentleman acquieſces, 
when he tells us, That as to the Coming of 
« Chriſt in our Polemic P ing to his 
* ing to j the Quick and the Dead, I en- 
« tirely agree with My. Aſhton; and inſtead of 
l objetting , thank him for what he has ſaid againſt 


dleſs of the Cen- 
groſs 


= — entering, 1 into the Particu- 
lars as they ariſe. ; 
After having defin'd accurately, and minutely, 


what he intends to expreſs by Pr and Mi- 
racle, by Prophecies and Miracles, by a Prophecy 
and @ Miracle, by tbe Prophecy and the Miracle, 


in order to avoid running into a ſnare into which 


he ſuppoſes Mr. Afton, and many an ingenious 
Man before him, have ſuffer'd themſelves to be 
betray d by an Elegance of Expreſſion, or Affinity 
of Terms (the «ſe of which it will be time 


enough to conſider when we ccme to his Appli- 


cation 
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cation of it) He ſets out ominouſly, for he 


ſtumbles in the firſt Step he takes, when he tells 
us, “ That the Conclufion of Mr. Afbton's reaſon- 
- againſt my Lord of London is in theſe 
Words: St. Peter never did bong why 


„ to Miracles as a Proof w 


P. 30. 


hich he preferr'd. 


But finding the — he bad * he recovers 


That Prophecy 


from the Concluſion. Which Concluſion is, 
before it is accompliſh'd, is 


« not a better Evidence tor any Truth than Mi- 


And, for this Reaſon Mr. 


« did com 


fuch 


& racles, nor can admit of any ſuch Companion.” 


Aſhton thinks it is a Vide Dif- 
moſs reaſonable Inference, «© That St. Peter never 


« Proof which he thought 


To the 1 


does not think 


to 


proper 
rather to evade the force of it, with reſpe& to 


ſert.p. 103. 


uſtneſs of 0 P. 3% 


but endeavours 


his Lordſhip's Opinion, becauſe he Joes tot thy, 


«© Thar St. Peter compares 
Prophecies of the 


cles,“ but *©* the 


Pro with Mira- 


Id and New 


Teſtament relative to the Point in queſtion, with 
the Miracles of the Mount.” And that the p. ,, 
Biſhop underſtands St. Peter to ſay, © that theſe 
Prophecies do more aſſure us of the Point in 

debate, than that Miracle does.” The Matter then 

to be determin'd between this Gentleman and 


Mr. Alton is, How far it appears 


from 


Mr. Aßbton's reaſoning on this head, that theſe 
particular Prophecies are not. a better Evidence 
than thoſe particular Miracles.” This we ſhould 


now — pr to clear. But this Gentleman, again, 
Inquiry unneceſſary, by 
that he allows, That if Mr. Aton P. 32. 
has prov'd, in general, any Prophecy 1 


makes this 
the next Page, 


3 


telling us in 


P. ;. of 
Diic. 1. 
Ed. 5. 
1749. 
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and from the Senſe of one, and Nonſenſe of the 

other, tis plain that means a Pre- 
dition unprov d. 

i force 


2 
2 


him, in my turn, when the Biſhop of London 
fays, © The Prophecy deliver'd by the Angel 
Ito Gideox] was as much a Prophecy before, 


* as it was after Miracles wrought in confir- 
«© mation of it.“ But that it was not more ſure 
before the Miracles than after.” What is here 
meant by a Prophecy? A bare Prediction, un- 
prov'd to be the Word of God? Or a Prediction 
prov'd to be his Ward ? I will anſwer as he does, 
There can be no doubt. And prove it in his 
manner. Write inſtead of, The Prophecy was 
as much a Prophecy, the Prophecy was as much 
a Prediftion prov'd to be the Word of God, be- 
fore the Miracles, as it was after. And from the 
Nonſenſe of this, infer, as he has done, that it is 
Plain, Prophecy there means a Prediction * 
ut 


* 4 
neither 
will 


ever 
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—— 


Landon has faid, that Mr. Collins's Senſe 
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the noble Lord his Correſpondent, to entertain 


Parade! But the real Reaſon of my putting the 


564 


will Mr. Abtes Objection againſt his Lordſhip's 


Opinion loſe any of its weight from the ſame Me- 
thod of ing in anſwer to that Objection. 
ertinence and Propriety of this ſmart 


The 
Interruption, may, perhaps, be more clearly ſeen 
by a natural and familiar Illuſtration. Let us ſup- 
poſe, then, this Gentleman in Converſation with 


his Lordſhip, by way of friendly Altercation, 


as follows ---- Tour Lordſhip's Purſe, my 


Lord, is a more wſeful Companion to your 
* Lordſhip in your Travels, than your Money. 
* How ſo, Doctor, we will ſuppoſe my Lord to 
„ anſwer, I cannot a the Propriety 
of your Compariſon : My Purſe is, indeed, a 
< very ufeful Companion, when I have Money 


« in it, but it can hardly be faid to be more uſe- 


ful than my Money, becauſe it would be of no 
„ uſe to me without my Money! But, pray, 


„ my Lord, Hort replies my Critic, let me aſk 


* your Lordſhip what your Lardſhip here means 
„by a Purſe? a bare Bag without Money, or 
<< a Bag with Money in it? There can be no 


doubt. Say inſtead of, Becauſe a Purſe, Be- 


« cauſe a Bag with Money; and ſay again, Be- 
© cauſe a Bag without Money —— and from the 
*« Nonſenſe 3 and the Senſe of the 
* other, your ip will plainly perceive, 
that od. ow 4 a Bag 4 Mo- 
„ ney ---- and therefore as I am ſpeaking only 
4 of a full Purſe, let your Lordſhip's Reaſoning 
be ever ſo juſt, the Concluſion is nothing to 
„ zze. For there is no Reaſoning frem a Purſe, 
* taken as a Bag without Money, to a Purſe, 
« taken as a Bag with Money in it!“ 

Methinks, I ſee his Lordſhip ſmiling at this 


Matter in this Light, is, That this Gentle- 


*”© aA ff WW A. A 
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man ſeems to me to have ſuffer d what many 


an 
arch Critic has before him, a ſort of Word-catch- 


ing and living on a Syllable, to impoſe upon him; 
and, I hope, this will furniſh — a Clue o 


lead him cut of the inth. 

But to cut Mr. Afton off from all Refource; 
he has another Argument at hand ---- Tour 
* Lordſhip, poſſibly, will be led to think - - - -- 
% that Mr. A. muſt mean in the Senſe 
* that St. Peter and my Lord of meant 
it --- But to this I muſt oppoſe an Authority -- 


1 fe A's own. For thee he himGelf deſenibes 
« Prophecy: is nothing elſe but 
% the Relation, e 
The Condition of this mentation is ſuch, 
that Whoever deſcribes Prophecy to be the 
Relation of a future A&, cannot mean it in the 
ſame Senſe that St. Peter and my Lord of London 
meant it, but ſtands convicted, out of his own 


Mouth, of a contrary Meaning.” - But does not 


P. 35. 


FS 


the Biſhop of London himſelf thus deſcribe Pro- Diſc. 2. 


p_— That it is 2 Relation or Deſcription of 1 


future.” And will it follow from 
— that this excellent Prelate cannot mean 
Prophecy in the ſame Senſe that St. Peter and he 


himſelf means it ! 

But, abſtracting from all Authority, let us ſee 
what Advantage this Gentleman will be able to 
draw from this Deſcription of : and 
how will it follow from thence that Mr. Aton is 
reaſoning from P as bare Prediction 
Will this Gentleman be pleas'd to give us any 
other Deſcription of this Pro to Gideon : 
* Thou ſhalt deliver Jyael from . Hands of 
< the Midianites, than that it is the Relation, or 
Hiſtory, of a future AF —— (I ſay an A, be- 


cauſe "This great Critic ſeems to ſtart at the Ex- 


preſſion, as if he had never heard of the mighty *- 


1749. 


« you 


too fine. 
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oh other be who you will.” — And fo will a Pro- 
tO ! | 

I cannot diſcover, therefore, by what Medium 

939 2 

only inte ribing Prop to be no- 

thing elſe but the relation of a future AR,” unleſs 


he 


"pear, evidently, from running 
y, Mr. Afeton's own Reaſoning on 


gives this Reaſon for diſſenting from the 
e by the Biſhop in theſe Words : 

impoſſible, in the Nature of the 
Peter could compare any Pro- 
, not yet fulfill'd, and prefer 
of any Thing, even of the very 


it is a Prophecy, to a Miracle 


not fulfilled, carries with it zo Evi- 
% dence at all.” In anſwer to which he obſerves, 
«© That if there be any without the Prophe- 
* which its Divine Original may be aſcer- 
tain'd, it will then ily Conviction 
with it. For P „ he continues, being 
* nothing elſe but the Relation of a future Act, 
and every thing future being to the Eye 
« of him with whom we have to do, the moment 
you have determined the Relation to be big, 
you have «ndeniably prov'd the Futurity of that 
« Fat. — And upon this foot, he adds, both 
** 7ews and Chriſtians did, and do expect, the 
Accom- 


[ 61 ] 

* Accompliſhment of all the Promiſes on which 
5 they built, and build their Hopes! - 
He afterwards reſumes his t. That 


Argumen 
« fuch a Pr this having no Authority 
but kun — cannot be put in Compe- 


point 
Which Reaſoning he ſupports Quotations 
from the Diſcourſes — © He | 4 conſiders 


« what Advan the Biſhop's Argument 
receive from ſaying, That the Miracle afforda 


on * only a Preſumption that Chriſt may come 


Se. but that he will o come, Sc. is to 
12 with Certain the Pro- 
0 To ſhew how ill conclude, 


he puts a Caſe exactly 
« the Apoſtle to be inforci LES 
the Reſurreftion ; and _ that 
«© ment will not anſwer in this Caſe, he returns 
ny ies ul es, Hes © as. not ful- 
« fild, cannot be a better Argument than a Mi- 
6c racle for any thing ; becauſe it is no Argument 
« for any thing without a Miracle.” 

Theſe are the Words with which this Gentle- 
man has choſe to amuſe himſelf, and his Readers, 
in the manner we have ſeen, by a Pretence of 
ſhewing that Mr. Afton muſt mean by Prophecy, 
Prediction not prov'd to be the Word of God.--- 
But is it not evident to the EE 4 — that 
Mr. Afton is here reaſoning u Prophecy of 
Chrift ; upon a Prophecy which Þ neceflari muſt 

carry Conviftion with it; upon a Relation deter- 
mined to be the Relation of God; and which, for 
that Reaſon, undeniably proves the future Exiſtence 
of the Fact it relates. Does he not ſpeak of 
Jews and Chriſtians, having expected, and ſtil} 
expecting, the completion of the Promiſes made 
to them upon this very Foot! Does he not in- 
ſtance in the Prophecies of Chriſs relating to his 


tuture 
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ty 

intend of ps Prediction prov* 
Word d, what does this Gentleman ſay 
follow? Hear, ye Logicians, and admire ! Liſten, 
ye Critics, and be amaz'd! It follows, That 
« the Evidence ariſing from ſuch 
« more ſure than — that which bas no Aſſurance 
2 
« as m com to ibe 5 
22 ee That 
9 which is a , may proper 
< be ſaid to be . than that whi 
« proves nothing.” 

Allow me once more to illuſtrate a Matter, 
. Hanagac, which | wil 

ve e, W 

ſuppoſe this Gentleman to hold forth to the great 
Perſon whoſe Title, fo e tly diſpos'd through 
every Page, is not one „„ 


( 64 ] 


his Epiſtle. * To make this Point quite clear to 

= Lordſhip (our Critic begins with ſaying) 

<« let us take 2 my Lord, in this convincing 
* Light. The Roads on every ſide of the 
* Town are ſo infeſted with Ruffians, that yout 


« Lordſhip can hardly take the Air ſecurely 
90 2 Arms and A Now it wi 
g acknowledg'd by your Lordſhip, 
23 n 
« curity, unleſs you take care to charge it with 
a e 
« Ball capable any Execution, unleſs 
« you — it ty 0d in the Blunderbuſs. 
or But both =. 4 are a very good Security : 


«© And your Lordſhip will allow the juſftneſs of 


* the Compariſon when I ſay, * That your Blun- 
« derbuſs, when it is charg'd with Powder and 
« Ball, is a more ſure Method of Defence, than 
you could have from carrying the Powder and 
«« Ball alone.“ 


his Lordſhip make no Reply; but, methinks, T 
fee him ſmile 
of Londons 


again 

Thus, my Friend, if the Biſhop 
Meaning be, really, what it is here repreſented to 
be, That St. Peter compares and prefers Pro- 


«« phecy as a Proof to a Miracle, which is 10 
« Proof ;” and if one of thoſe two as we 


are told, muſt follow, either that this Gentleman 


is much miſtaken, or that * 18 to be a 
true Account of the Paſſage we ſhall be 


oblig'd to take the 7 Part of the Alternative. 
--- Becauſe it ſeems more probable that any Man, 


who is directed merely by his own fallible Rea- 


ſon, may be very much miftaken, than that one 
who was under the immediate Influence of the 
Spirit itſelf of Wiſdom, could ſay, That the 
conleſs'd Word of God is a better Proof than 
ſomething which i is not a Proof; that is, than no- 


thing ! Tho 


Thus ends the Critic! I hear 


— — 
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The Paragraph which follows, is ſo crouded P. 39. 


with ingenious Obſervations, that, in order to do 
them Juſtice, I muſt be oblig'd to remark upon 
each ſeparately. The firſt, that differs from what 
has been already faid upon the Subject, is, That 
* a Hymn, as well as a future Event, when deli- 
« ver'd under Inſpiration, is, in the Scriptural 
„ Senfe, Prophecy.” Be it ſo. Let this Gen- 
tleman ſelect any one (for there is variety) from 
the ſacred Books : whether he be ſtruck with the 
Song of Moſes; or if that of Deborab delight 
him more; or any other of the Songs of Sion / 
Will he rather chooſe to deſcend into the Hiſtory 
of the ſecond Covenant? and, ſmit with the love 
of ſacred Song, be in Raptures with the Magnifi- 
cat, the Benedictus, the Nunc Dimittis, or the 
Angelic Chorus! What will any, or all, of 
theſe do for him as @ Proof, unleſs they contain 
the Relation of ſome future Event ? Will he 
produce them to prove to the Conquerors the Vic- 
tories they are celebrating ? Or to the Favour'd 
the Bleſſings, which fill their Hearts, and make 
their Lips overflow with Praiſe! For I muſt call 
to his Remembrance that the _ Debate is 
concerning Prophecy conſiderd as 4 Proof, 
ne be to Mankind, as u . Ka 
tion of Things which are not known to Men. 
And one might have hop'd, that this Deſcription 
of Prophecy might have eſcap'd Cenſure, ſince 
God himſelf has been pleas'd to give a Sanction to 
it, when he conſiders' the Relation of future 
Events to be ſuch a Proof of his Interpoſition, as 
to be, of all others, the moſt unexceptionable to 
Men. —— For he calls upon the whole Craft of 
idolatrous Prieſts, with the help of all their 

Idols, to ſhew Men Things to come | 
If the Senſe then, on which Mr. Afton reaſons 
en Prophecy, be a vulgar Senſe ; a Senſe which 
E cannot 


Ibid. 
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cannot go down with one of ſo refin'd a Taſte; 
he may comfort himſelf a little with the Example 
of two excellent Prelates of our Church; he may 
be entirely ſafe under the Authority of God him- 
ſelf, and ſhelter'd from Criticiſm under the Sha- 
dow of his Wings ! 

The next is, That all the Communications 
from the Deity to Mankind, even where a Mi- 
&« racle is wrought, and a Declaration made, that 
c the immediate Intention of it is to aſſure them 
* of one particular Point, are by Prophecy; 
« and Miracle has no more to do but to authen- 
* ticate the Prophecy, and prove that the Com- 
* munication is from God.” Now let any Man 
who knows what Senſe and Conſiſtency, is, judge 
betwixt us, if this ſingle Sentence be not loaded 
with Abſurdities ſo great, as bring @ Diſgrace 
(to borrow this Gentleman's eaſy Phraſe) on any 
Solution which depends thereon. 

The firſt Information we receive is, That 
«© Miracle has zo more to do but to authenticate 
„ the Prophecy.“ And is not that enough? 
What, in the Name of Wonder, would one have 
all the Miracles in the World to do more ! than 


to give to Prophecy all the Authority it has, and 


make that 4 Proof which was none, which could 

have been none, without it 
Again: by Miracle we are to underſtand, as 
we were inform*d with great Parade, the Gift or 
communicated Power of working Miracles.— 
And how far this Gift or Power is able to do 
this, may be ſeen by conſidering what any natu- 
ral Gift or Power, which is communicated by 
God to Man, does ſhew. What does the Power 
of walking, for inſtance, ſhew, when the Perſon 
in whom it inheres fits ſtill ? or the Gifr, or com- 
municated Power of Speech, when the Man, to 
whom it is communicated, docs not open his 
Mouth ? 


[ 67 ] 
Mouth? Juſt ſo much, and no more, does, and 
can, the Gift or communicated Power of work- 
ing Miracles, ſhew before a Miracle or Miracles, 
is, or are, wrought in virtue of that Power. So 
that this Gentleman may now diſcover, in Prac- 
tice, the great uſe of his nice Diſtinction between 
Miracle as the communicated Power and a Miracle 
or Miracles, as the Effects of that Power, which 
has led him, unfortunately, to impute that, the 
authenticity of Prophecy, to the Power it- 


| ſelf, which can only ariſe from the exertion of 


that Power. Things evidently, as different, in 
themſelves -----as the Organs of Speech from the 
2 7 as Legs from walking, or Wings 
m hing x 
And, Shan is worſt of all, he is now fallen 
headlong into the Pit, which he had been fo art- 
fully contriving for another! For if his own 
Reaſoning againſt Mr. Afton, have any Senſe, or 
Force in it, it now turns full upon himſelf, and 
will prove by his own Medium, that he is ſpeak- 
ing, here, of what he diſclaims as nothing to the 
Purpoſe, unprov'd Perdition ! For, © let me aſk 
his Lordſhip now, what is here meant by zhe 
4 Prophecy, which Miracle is to authenticate ? A 
© gare Prediction, unprov'd to be the Word of 
God? Or a Prediction, prov'd to be his 
« Word? There can be no doubt. Write in- 
<« ſtead of, Miracle has nothing more to do than to 
* authenticate the Prophecy; Miracle has nothing 
„ more to do but to authenticate @ Prediction 
* prov'd to be the Word of God — and, Miracle 
« has nothing more to do but to authenti- 
© cate a Prediftion not prov'd to be the Word of 
& God — and from the Senſe of one, and the 
< Nonſenſe of the other, tis plain that Prophe- 
« cy, here, means a Prediction unprov'd ! From 
« which to Prediction 1 this Gentleman 
2 has 


P. 40. 
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has peremptorily aſſerted, That there can be 
no Rezoning!” 

But he goes on: © The Miracle of the Glo- 
« rification affords ſome Hopes ot Chriſt's future 
« Coming; that of the Reſurrection much 
te greater. But it is from the expreſs Prophecies 
<« relating thereto, that we are ſure of it. And can 
„ jt be denied, that the Aſſurance a Chriſtian 
* has of this is much from theſe than 
« from the Tranſactions on the Mount? It it 
„can, let me aſk, ſuppoſing there were no 
„ Prophecies, no Declaration in the ſacred Books 
<« relating to this; would that Miracle afford 
him as , and as rational Hopes of it, as 
„he now has? If not, then his Hopes are 
% founded more on the one than on the other, 
and the Evidence from the Prophecies is 
greater than from the Miracle; and ſurely a 
greater will admit of a Compariſon with @ 
wt } bs: 

In anſwer to this, I ſay, That the Miracle 
of the Glorification could not afford any Hope, 
much le could that of the Reſurrection, of 
Chriſt's Coming again in Glory (from any Cir- 
cumſtance of, fuppos'd, Similitude, in the Mira- 
cles, to that Event) if there were no Declaration 
in the ſacred Books relating to his Coming in 
Glory. The Aſſurance that a Chriſtian would 


have of this from the Tranſactions in the Mount, | 


abſtracted from the Doctrine, would, as has been 
before agreed between us, be none at all. The 
Miracle would afford zo Hope! So that we are 
only running about it, and about it, without ad- 
vancing one Step in the Matter. Let me put 
the Caſe 2s it is, and you ſhall draw your own 
Concluſion ; which, with a very little variation, 
will ferve again. I allow, then, that a Chriſti- 


an's Hopes may be very well founded upon Pro- 
| phecies 


| 
] 
| 
( 
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phecies ſupported by Miracles, and that they can 
have zo Foundation in this, or any other Miracle, 


alone. It is confeſs'd that the Evidence from Pro- 
phecics, would, in this Caſe, be @ Gord one; 
the Evidence from the Miracle would be nne. 
But, ſurely, a good Evidence will not admit of a 
Compariſon with zo Evidence, till it be proper to 
ſay, ** That a Thouſand is a larger Number than a 
« Cypher ! 

To explain myſelf on this Point, you will al- 
low me, after the manner of this Gentleman, to 
extract a few Lines relating to this very Miracle, 
from a Manuſcript, as #t is near at hand, which 
was written at a time when it ſeem'd to me to 
have more Streſs laid upon it than it was, of it- 
ſelf, able to bear. After that, I will attempt 
to repreſent fairly to you the State of the Caſe, as 
it ſtands in the Apoſtle, which will, of itſelf, 
lead us to diſtinguiſh what is concluſive Argu- 
ment, from what is vague Herangue ! 

Does not every Child ſec, that if this Mra- 
ce cle was in Confirmation of the Pro- 
« phecies, it is an inconteſtable Proof of their 
« Truth, a direct and explicit one; it it was not 
« wrought to confirm them, it has no kind of 
« relation to them, as @ Proof ; nor can afford 
<« even the ſlighteſt Probablity of their Accom- 
<« pliſhment. A Miracle is an undeniable Proof 
e that God interpoſes, where the Occaſion and 
« Circumſtances are ſuch as give reaſon to expect 
« his Interpoſition; but when we attempt to go 
« farther than this, and argue from any particu- 
« lar manner of his maniteſting that Interpoſi- 
<« tion, to ſome particular Event, which he has 
« nt aſſign'd, I am afraid, we incur the Cen- 
« ſure of thoſe who would be wiſe above tubat is 
« coritten , and are only purſuing our own 
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getting the leaſt in ſight into 


& Reveries without 
« the Divine Intention! If this kind of reaſoning 
& had any Force, the People of Jrael might have 
* form'd to themſelves ſome Expectation of their 
<« great Lawgiver's Coming again in Glory, after 
* they had ſeen him /o wonderfully glorified, that 
e they could not ſtedfaſtly behold his Face for 
« the Glory of his Countenance. I fay, one 
« might have expected, if there had been any 
% Force in this ſort of Reaſoning, That they 
& might have formed to themſelves ſome Expec- 
« tation of ſuch an Event as this: becauſe 


though the Miniſtration engraven in Stones 


« was glorious, I allow that the Miniſtration of 
* Righteouſneſs doth much more exceed in Glory: 
« but if this ſbetus abundantly the Certainty, and, 
« you could almoſt perſuade yourſelf to ſay, the ac- 
* tuality of Chriſt's Coming again in Glory, 
s independently of the Prophecies concerning it, 
* ſurely tbe other might afford ſome faint Ray 
* of Probability, ſome glimmering of a Hope of 
the Return of that Man in Glory, whoſe very 
Name they idoliz'd, I had almoſt faid, and 
« ador'd, next to that of the God whoſe Com- 
% miſſion he had born. 

If this Reaſoning had am Force, what 
& might we not infer from the Hiſtories of 
« Enoch ? of Eljab? of bim who firſt reſiſted 
4 unto Blood for the Cauſe of Chriſtian Truth? 
* whoſe laſt Sun ſet ſo bright, that they who 
* ſtood by ſaw his Face as if it had been the 
Angel ? 


Theſe were all, in their Degrees, wondrous 

% Diſplays of Glory with which God was 
„ pleas'd at different times, and in different 
* ways, to diſtinguiſh his faithful Servants : 
« Sufficient any of em, ſingly, to confirm = 
E 
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* :Declaration he ſhall, have vouchſafed to, have 
* made; incapable all of en, together, to de- 
© monſtrate the Certainty of any thing, the 
Credit of which he has not been pleas'd to reſt 
upon 'em. 
Either make the Miracle, therefore, a direct 
* and explicit Proof of the Veracity, as you ſay, 
* of the Prophets; or confeſs it to be 0 Proof 
* at all of their Veracity. I own, I can fee no 
Medium. It will prove beyond Controverly 
„ whatever God intended it ſhould prove: and 
you mult ſhew me your Credential when you 


*« preſume to produce it as a Proof of more! 
Again, When you aſk what if we, alſo, 


© conſider the Miracle and Prophecies as two 


« diſtinct Proofs ? You have forgot, I fear, 
that we may be call'd upon to know by what 
* Authority we do what we pleaſe with theſe 
* Prophecies, and with this Miracle: Are we 
e not talking wildly, all the while, as if we 
«© were the Inventors of theſe things, and had 
« a Patent to diſpoſe of em at pleaſure! Re- 
« gardleſs, in the mean time, that they are the 
« Works of another Author, and of one whoſe 
&« Prerogative it is dangerous to invade! We 
may find ourſelves miſerably miſtaken if we 
fancy that we can produce the wonderful 
„Works which have been wrought by Provi- 
c dence for real and certain Ends, as Proofs of 
* all our Imaginations. If we can find out what 
* they were intended to prove, we may be very 


„ ſure they will prove that ſufficiently, 1 know 


* no Aſſurance we can have that they will prove 
* any thing elſe at all!“ 

Let us, now, ſee what is the real State of the 
Caſe : And to clear this Matter, let us, as we 
are well directed in the Diſcourſes, « Confi- 

E 4 « Jer 


1721 
* der what it is that St. Peter intended to prove; 
« for without knowing this tis impaſſible to 
« judge of the Compariſon in the Text: For in 
« ſome Caſes Prophecy is no Proof.” Hear, 
then, the Words of St. Peter, We have 
not follow'd cunningly-aeviſed Fables, when we 


* made known unto you the Power and Coming of 


* our Lord Feſus Chriſt.” The Queſtion here, is, 
« Whether this Declaration, or Doctrine, of the 
« Apoſtles, That Chriſt will come in Power,” be 
a true Declaration, or a Fiftion, and an ariful 
Tale. Now this Declaration, or Doctrine, call 
it what you will, of Chriſt's Coming in Power, 
is nothing elſe but bis own Prophecies concerning 
that Coming; or in this Gentleman's accurate 
Terms, the Expreſs Prophecies relating thereto.” 
The very Doubt, then, is concerning the Com- 
pletion of Cbriſt's Prophecies relative to this Point; 
and therefore the Prophecies themſelves can, hard- 
ly, be produc'd, as any Argument, much leſs, 
as the moſt convincing Argument tor their own 
Completion. If - this could have been done, 
St. Peter's beſt way to confirm the Truth of his 
Declaration, had been barely to repeat it. But I 
ſuppoſe, no Man, except this Gentleman, could 
ever dream of offering the Doctrine, i. e. the 
Prophecy itſelf, as the Proof of it- 
ſelf! And that is, in fact, the Caſe, if the 
Prophecies of Chriſt relating to his Coming in 
Power, be ſuppos'd to be, and urg'd, as being, 
the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Doctrine which he, 
and his Diſciples from him, taught of that 
Coming. This, I preſume, is one of the 
Cafes in which Prophecy is fo far from being 
the beſt, that it can be 20 Proof, becauſe the 


Truth of the Prophecy is the very thing to be 
prov'd ! 
It 
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Tt is ridiculous to ſuppoſe the Prophecies away 
where the Doctrine, which is nothing but the 
Repetition of thoſe Prophecies, is taught; which 
is the Caſe here. Nor can any one ſuppoſe that 
when an Apoſtle applies one Miracle, for a parti- 


_ cular and very evident Reaſon, to the Confirma- 


tion of any Doctrine contain'd in a Prophecy, 
that he excludes, though he does not expreſs, 
the general Evidence ariſing from any other, or 
all the other, Miracles which have not that par- 
ticular Reference to the point he propoſes to 
eſtabliſh. The firſt Argument then made uſe of 
by St. Peter I conceive to be That the Doctrine, 
or Prophecics of Chriſt's Coming in Glory, reſting 
upon the particular Evidence of one Miracle, as 
to the manner, as well as upon the general Credit 
of all, as to the Certainty, of its Accompliſhment, 
affords a ſufficient ground of Hope and Conſo- 
lation to Chriſtians in all, but particularly in, 
Circumſtances, of Diſtreſs. And the ſecond Ar- 
gument, according to this Gentleman, is no more 
than the expreſs Declaration of that Event reſting 
the ſame Evidence. When therefore this 
Author ſhall have convinc'd his noble Correſpon- 
dent, That his Lordſhip's Coach and Six 
Horſes are a better Conveyance than his Six 
Horſes and a Coach; then, but not till then, I 
will alſo be convinc'd that St. Peter could ſay, 
* That Prophecies ſu by all the Miracles 
recorded in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel are a ſurer 
Evidence of their own Accompliſhment, than 
the ſame Miracles ſupporting the ſame Prophecies.”* 

"This ſingle Conſideration will ſupply us with a 
full and direct Anſwer to all that Mr. Fackſon 
and Mr. Whitaker have advanc'd on this head. 
And as theſe two Gentlemen have propos'd what 
they had to offer with great Decency, and 2 
5 ome 
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P. 58. 
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ſome appearance of Reaſon, I ſhall endeavour to 
follow their Example, implicitly, in one In- 
ſtance, and come as little ſhort of it as I am able 
in the other. 
Mr. Whitaker is of Opinion, That although 
« St. Peter prefers not Prophecy to Miracles in 
« general, yet he certainly preters Prophecy as a 
* ſurer Argument for the purpoſe he had in 
view, than the particular Miracle in the Mount.” 
And I do not fee, he adds, that Mr. Afton 
has prov'd any thing to the contrary.” 
Now the anonymous Author of the Eflay allows, 
« That if Mr. Acton has prov*d this in general 
* of any Prophecy whatever, he has prov'd it of 
« theſe particular Prophecies and this particular 
« Miracle.“ I do not wonder, therefore, that 
Mr. Whitaker can find no one Argument in the 
Diſſertation in ſupport of a particular Caſe which 
was fo clearly included in the general one; and 
which this Gentleman (who ſeems not diſpos'd to 
make Conceſſions in favour of Mr. Afton) has 
allow'd to be fo. But I am ſurpris'd that after 
it has been prov'd that Prophecy is not a better 
Proof of any thing than any Miracle, Mr. Vbit- 
aker ſhould think it neceſſary to prove that it 
cannot be a better Proof than this, or that, or any 
icular Miracle. Suppoſe, for inſtance, that 
r. Whitaker had aſſerted that five Shillings were 
not of more value than any Crown-piece, would 
he not think it ſtrange in me, after I had allow'd 
this, to call upon him to ſhew that they were 


not of more value than ſome one Crown-piece 
which he carries in his Pocket! 

But Mr. Vbitater's Scheme obliges him to 
« maintain and defend a Preference due to Pro- 
* phecy over the Miracle in the Mount.” In 
the ſupport of which, however, he thinks, “ there 
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* is ſo far from being any Neceſſity to ſuppoſe 
* that the Miracle and Prophecy were brought 
« to aſcertain the ſame Point, that, he imagines, 
c the Preference given to the latter is ſufficiently 
« accounted for, by ſuppoling the Miracle neither 
« brought to prove it, nor to be capable of 
«6 1 it.” a 

how 1. have always been us'd to think © that 
a Compariſon between any #wo Things is nothing 
elſe but an Expreſſion of a Degree, more or leſs, 
of ſome Quality in one which is poſitively con- 
tain'd in each of the Subjects of Compariſon. 
And wherever any thing is abſolutely wanting in 
any reſpect, it is, in that reſpect, nothing ; which 


having #o Degrees can admit no Ground for Com- 


pariſon. No body, for example, ever ſaid . That 
a Body was more ſubſtantial than a Shadow. Or, 


«© That Light was brighter than Darkneſs. Mr. 


Whitaker, I am ſure, would ſhake his Head at 
the Compariſon if any one were abſurd enough 
to ſay, That his Lady, if he has one, was fairer 
than an Africen; or ask, If Maſter was older than 
the Child unborn ! That he himſelf reaſon'd mere 
cloſely than an Idiot, and his Pariſhioners were bet- 
ter Chriſtians than a Congregation of Infidels ! 

And is the Abſurdity leſs to ſay, That Pro- 
phecy proves any point better than a Miracle, 
becauſe the Miracle is neither brought to prove it, 
nor capable of proving it? Or, That a Prophecy 
which is a 
Proof of that thing than a Miracle which is xs 
Proof at all of it ? 

Would any Man, in a Caſe not unlike this, I 


do not ſay an Apaſtle, but any Man, expreſs him- 


ſelf in this manner, to his Friend who was con- 
ſulting him about the method of travelling from 
London to Paris, or the Hogue? A Poſt-Chaite 

Will 


good Proof of ſomething, is a better 
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will carry you very well to Harwich or Dover, 
but the Packet-boat will convey you better to 
Calais or Helvoet ! Or would Mr. Whitaker take 
it kindly, if, in asking the Road from Kenſington 
to Colnbrook, he ſhauld be told there are two 
Roads; you may go by Richmond-Hill or by 
Hounflow-Heath. When you are got to the top 
of the Hill you may ſee the Country towards 
Colnbrook, but the Leath is the better way, be- 
cauſe you cannot go by Richmond without coming 
to the Heath at laſt! 

And, indeed, if St. Peter had, in this place, 
intended to prove the Power of Chriſt, previouſly 
to the Proot of his Coming again in Power ; to 
take off the Prejudices which had ariſen in the 
Opinion of the Jews, from his living and dying 
ſo meanly and miſerably; one ſhould have thought 
he would have pitch'd upon ſome inſtance of it 
which had been ſubſequent to his Sufferings and 
Death; eſpecially as there are three of the rw oft 
eminent that are recorded in the Goſpel, that 
were ſo. But this, as Mr. Whitaker ſays, by 
the by. 
| TH. point in queſtion, and now to be de- 
termin'd, is this, Whether was the Word of 
Prophecy (ſo circumſtanc'd as it ſtands pro- 
* pos d to the Conſideration of the Chriſtians in 
« St. Peter's Argument, i. e. reſting on the par- 
« ticular Evidence of one, and the general 
« Credit of all the Miracles) a better Proof of 
«* Chriſt's Coming in Glory, than that one Mi- 
<* racle, not excluſive of the reſt, ſupporting the 
Word of Prophecy !** This I take to be the 
real ſtate of the Caſe, and from hence I conclude 
That the ſecond Argument being not better, 
as it is n other than the firſt, St. Peter could not 
poſſibly compare it with, and prefer it to the firſt. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Jackſon thinks, that Mr. 
& no means ſhew'd that there may not be made, 
& in the Paſſage in Controverſy, a Compariſon 
* between Prophecy and a Miracle in ſome par- 
«* ticular Circumſtances, and a Supenority given 
* to many Prophecies, ſome of *em clear and 
* circumſtantial, over a ſingle Miracle of itſelf 
—_ and unaetermin'd.” 

Now we have already ſhewn, ** That St. Pe- 
ters firſt Argument is, That the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles, i. e. the Prophecies of Chriſt, relating 
to this particular Event of his Coming again in 
Power and Glory, receive particular Confirma- 
tion from this ſingle Miracle, beſide the general 
Authority deriv'd to them from all the reſt , 
which Miracle, therefore, being thus pinn'd down, 
and expreſly apply*d, by the Apoſtle, to the ſup- 

of the Doctrine contain'd in thoſe - 
cies, will, I hope, no more be repreſented as a 
vague and wunapply'd Miracle. That the Prophe- 
cies, then, and this Miracle may, in this Caſe, 
be juſtly compar'd together, and the Superiority 
given to the former over the latter, is what this 
Gentleman and I are not agreed in. For this 
Reaſon, barely, That as St. Peter, in one Sen- 
tence, confirms the Prophecies by the Miracle, he 
cannot, in the next, aſſure us that the Prophecies 
are a better Evidence than the Miracle. Let the 
Prophecies be as clear and circumſtantial as you 
pleaſe, let em aſſert as plainly and deſcribe as 


particularly, as you will, the Event they are pro- 


duc'd to prove, the Apoſtle could not ſuppoſe, 
or ſay, that they were a better Evidence of their 
own Truth, than a Miracle which he applies to 
ſupport the Truth of em. 

And though this Gentleman is pleas'd to add, 
* That Mr. Afton's Aſſertion, That the Pro- 


< phecy 
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4 phecy of the Text could not be the Proph 
ce 2 Cori himſelt reſts upon no ſolid Reon 
« yet if he will pleaſe to take the real ftate of the 
Caſe along with him, he may perhaps find ſome- 
thing in it not fo eaſy to digeſt as he imagines. 
— G fragili querens illidere dentem, 
Offendat ſolido ! 


When he may chance to find that the Oppo- 
fition will not be of one vague and unapply'd 
Miracle to the prophetic Credit of Jeſus rais'd 
on all his Miracles, but between certain Pro- 
phecies reſting on all the Miracles, and the ſame 
Prophecies retting upon the ſame Evidence. And 
thus the Objeftion made by Mr. Afton to the 
Compariſon, may, perhaps, be found to ſtand 
unimpeach'd by any thing this Gentleman has 
offer'd againſt it. 

Having thus endeavour'd to ſhew that the Im- 
propriety of the Compariſon between Miracle 
and Prophecy, in any view, in this inſtance, is 
made more apparent by the manner in which 


theſe Gentlemen have attempted to evade it, 
I ſhall, 


IV. Remove ſome other Objections to Mr. Ab- 


tons Interpretation, and offer ſome Conſidera- 
tions to confirm the Probability of its Truth. 


Objefion 1. © In the firſt Paragraph the whole 

t controverted Paſſage is made to riſe out 
& of and be intended as a Support againſt 
« what there is not one Word in the whole 
«© Epiſtle. The Apoſtle, in the Diſſertation, be- 
« gins with ſaying, I confeſs your Afflictions are 
* great, but the Apoſtle, in the Epiſtle, has not 
*© a Syllable about Afflictions from the beginning 
te to 
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0 to this place. Nor can it be faid that the 
% Apoſtle was led to ſet before em the Evidences 
* of their Hopes, in order to fortify their Minds 
c againſt the Proſpe& of Perſecution, as this 
* was the end of the Epiſtle, and he might have 
* that end in view, in this place, though there 
is no expreſs mention of it. For though this 
is part of the end of the Firſt Epiſtle, and the 
& ſupporting Proſpect is frequently Held out 
* therein to that purpoſe, it does not appear to 
«© have been at all the end of the Second, as no 
« mention is made of it through the whole. Nor 
does the Apoſtle, after having done what was 
« the Deſign of the Epiſtle to do, to defend the 
Doctrine of Chriſt's future Coming againſt the 
& falſe Teachers, apply the Doctrine to the Sup- 
* port under Perſecution, but to the ſame In- 
e tegrity of Life and Manners he had been re- 
« minding them of in the begining of the Epiſtle. 
* Thus the Propriety of ſetting to view the Evi- 
« gdences of the Hopes of a Chriſtian, in order to 
* ſupport him under the moſt trying Duty, 
« which would lead us to admit that thoſe Evi- 
& dences were, in fa, here ſet to view, will be 
© zone, when it appears that that Duty was not 
4 then in the Apoſtle's Thoughts.” 


Anſwer. It is evident to demonſtration, and 


1» *d by this Gentleman, that the Apoſtle is de- 


fending the ſame Doctrine in his Second Epiſtle, 
which he had been teaching in the Firſt. Now 
whether the Reaſons for his repeating that Doctrine 
were the ſame with, or different from, thoſe which 
induc'd him, firſt, to advance it; or whether the 
Inferences which he draws from it be alike, or not 
ſo, in the Firſt Epiſtle and in the Second. Whe- 
ther he was apprehenſive that the Fear of Pain, 

or 


Ellay, 
P. 45. 47, 
45, 49. 
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or the Love of Pleaſure, might ſhake, or allure, 
'em from their Stedfaſtneſs. Whether he exhort 
em to Patience or to Piety, to ſuffer like Men, 
not without Hope, or to at as ſuch; I cannot ſee 
that it makes the leaſt difference with reſpect to 
the Propriety, of his ſetting to view the Evidences 
of a Doctrine he thought proper to inculcate. 
Becauſe fo long as there is a Neceſſity ior teachin 
a Doctrine, there, certainly, never can be the 


Impropriety in ſupporting it 


Objeftion 2. Mr. Abton's Senſe of the more | 


« ſure Word of Prophecy, is, That the Pro- 
1 ies of the Old Teſtament are now 
. me more {ure than before; and the Means 
„ by which they are become ſo, are, That the 
« Nature of that glorious Kingdom which was 
« foretold in them was explain d by the Spirit of 
« God. Now in the A 's Words there is 
% not any thing either of That in reſpect of 
* which the Compariſon is made, of the Word 
„ of Prophecy being now ſurer than before, or 
« of the Means by which it is become ſurer ; 
« which had this been the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
* never, ſurely, could have been the caſe, 
« Mr. Afton declares, That he does not ſee 
4 how the Apoſtle could have expreſs'd that 


* meaning in a clearer manner than he has done 


here: Kou inch BefBaririgoy Tov WpoPnrimey 


„ren. Taro dN yivootovrss, that is, 
as plain as Words can make it. If we take 
« rhis firſt into conſideration we have a ſtronger 
Argument from our Prophets. Now what is 
this that is to be taken fr into Canſideration ? 
That no Prophecy of Scripture is of private 
Interpretation. But is there not ſtill here a 
© Chaim in the Senſe? Are there not wanting 


ro 
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expreſs, ſufficiently, all that is 
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sto fill up and preſerve Connexion, two Things ? 
, << Beſides, 


the plainneſs of this depends the 
* plainneſs that the meoywacxorrss — gt" 
a more ſure Word; which it cannot do, 
< unleſs the intermediate Sentence be flung into 
<< a Parentheſis, as Mr. Abton, indeed, has done 
in his Tranſlation, but without the Authority of 


* one Edition, that I know of, to countenance it. 


« All this conſider'd, do you not think, my 
Lord, that i Bea H n vp, would have 
been plainer ; and that St. Peter, if he intended 
<« this, would have expreſ#d this in thoſe, or ſonie 
< ſuch Words? 5 


Anſwer. That the 


ſingly, does 
expreſs*d in the 
Words which this Gentleman would ſupply for 
the Apoſtle, if the common uſe of Words, of 


that kihd, in all es did not abundantly 
ew, the ] of the Greet Commentators, 
through whoſe hands we receive this part of 
Mr. Afbton's Int ion, muſt. be allow'd to 


. A erpretation, 
be deciſive, for its doing ſo, in that Language. 
And if thoſe who wrote in the Greet Tongue 
found nothing of Difficulty in this, I know not 


by what Authority this Gentleman can obje#? to 


an Explication which was firſt advanc d by 
So much for that in reſpe& of which the Com- 


is made: With regard to the means, I 


did not expect from this Gentleman any Objection 
to a Parentbefis, where the Words ſo zaturally 


reſolve themſelves into one as theſe do; (unleſs 
indeed this be not long enough to give full ſcope 


to his Imagination): And, as to the ito Things 


are wanting ; if an Apoſtle affures me ex- 
preſiy that a certain 993 will /upply me 


p. 24. Not. « countenance Mr. Ats 
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with a Reaſon for what he has faid, and I find, 
in fact, that it will do fo, I cannot conceive it to 
. be any reaſonable ground of Complaint that I am 


obliged to caſt about for the Means by which 
that Reaſon is to be ſupply d. 


Objeftion g. © Whatever Reaſons may ſeem to 
St. Peter, 
« 1 apprehend, will ſcarce agree to this Inter- 
pretation of his meaning, as the Context ſeems 

« ſtrongly to remonſtrate againſt it. Had he 
intended that the wore ſure + Ward ſhauld have 
deen underſtood in the ſenſe contended for by 
this Author, it ſeems not likely that he 
« would have explain'd i as be does in 
< the following part of the Verſe. For can it 
de thought that the Apoſtle 
„ nied the Word of Prophecy 
e ſlender 
© his 
* any 
had lately receiv'd from the 
„ Dilucidations of the Holy Ghoſt. On the 

< other hand, © for #6 it was in full as 
« involy'd a State as ever it was, not having yet 
« receiv*d the dim Eclairciſſement of even a crepuſ- 
< cular Dawn. For he exhorts them to attend to 
« it, as unto @ Light ſhining in a dark Place, 
* until the Day dawn. 

«© And fo Mr. Afton himſelf is forc'd to ex- 
„plain it, when he comes to Hape his Interpre- 
tation. You ſee theſe Things now only, as it 
mere, through a Glaſs, darkly, and at a diffance ; 
« enough to diſcover the reality of their Ex- 
<« iſtence, too indiſtinctly to form any preciſe 
. << Notion of the manner of it.” © But to what 


« Purpoſe, then, were thoſe things better explain d? 
” 
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* or in what ſenſe could they be better underfliod 
were before ? or how was the Na- 


Mr. Whitaker and I do not 
Conſtitution of the Kingdom 

of Chriſt, which it hath not enter d into the Heart 
of Man to conceive, yet we know that it will be 
very different from any earthly Conſtitution ; 
which is more than the Jewiſh Nation did know, 
before Chriſt himſelf, by the Holy Spirit of God, 
was pleas'd to give em that Information; and 
more than were willng o lev, fer they 
were inform'd of it. what excellent Pur- 
poſes were anſwer d by that Diſcovery, I need not 


tell Mr. #Þitaker. Nor will he ask, any more, 


in what the old Prophecies relating to it 
3 


Faith, not of Sighe till the Day * I'S 
Don ariſe in our Hearts, 


Objefion 4. and Anſwer. With reſpect 


need to ſay leſs at preſent, becauſe one of the 


Gentlemen agrees entirely with Mr. Aſhton on Eſſay, p 59 


os bonds 098 6. fr Sow objefting, that he 
thanks him for what he has ſaid againſt a ſpeedier 


Coming being intended there. And another has Reply, 
obſerv*d that tbe earlier Coming of Chrift would P. 17. 


have ſery'd Mr. Afsron's Purpoſe as well, or better 

than the lateſt. 

Only let me obſerve, That there does not 
ſeem to be ſo much reaſon, as is imagin'd, from 
F 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Prophecy concerning the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, to expect any Coming of his at that 
time. The Circumſtances which preceded, or 
attended that Event, and the Event itſelf, are 
confider'd barely as Signs of that Coming, that 
is, as previous Aſſurances of the Certainty of a 
Fact which was wot yet to take place. When all 
theſe things were ſeen to have come to paſs, the 


great Object of their Expectation is ſtill repre- 


ſented to be at the ſame diſtance (to compare 
earthly things with heav*nly) as the Summer is, 
when the tender Buds ſtand at the Door of Life, 


in the frf Appearance of the Spring. 


Mat. * xiv. 
ver. 2. 


Objeftion 5. The Author of the Diſſertation 
ſays, that Chriſt's Promiſe, < That ſome of his 
«« Diſciples ſhould not taſte of Death till they ſaw 
* him coming in his Kingdom,“ was made good 
eight Days atter, when Chriſt was d 
before em. Flat! wr ney. the Gravi 
of the divine Speaker ! ! introduce with 
much ſolemnity —— I tell you of a Truth that 
ſome of you ſhall live eight Days longer, and 
then ſee an Emblem of Chriſt's Glory, in the 
Transfiguration of my Perſon on a Mountain? 
Sure this could not be the ſenſe of the Speech. 
The Event our Saviour aſcertains to be his 
Coming again in Glory at the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, and this Event he pins down to the 
L.ife-time of ſome of the Hearers, when he ſays, 
«© This Generation ſhall not paſs away till all theſe 
things be fulfill d.“ 


Anſtoer. It is very certain that the ion 
& all theſe things,” on which this Gentleman 
builds ſo much, relates, in one place, barely, to 
the Buildings of the Temple; and though it wo 

em 
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| ſeem to ſtretch its Comprehenſion in proportion 
as the Incidents ariſe, yet if the whole che 
Incidents are (as they ſeem to be) conſider'd only 
as Signs of that Coming, the Event itſelf cannot 
be included in it, in any place. 

It is not pretended, that I know of, that more 
than one of the Perſons, then preſent, did ſurvive 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. But the promiſe 
of ſeeing him come in his Kingdom extends to 
more than one. 

It does not ſeem to be unbecoming the Dignity, 
or different from the uſual manner, of the divine 
Speaker, to expreſs himſelf indeterminately con- 
cerning the Times and Seaſons of what he fore- 
tells. Nor can I think that the Solemnity with 
which it is introduc'd, exceeds the Im of 
the Occaſion, till I am inform'd at what other 
time the Diſciples of Chriſt did ever behold a 


as of the only-begotien of the Father ! 
And if the Mountain offend this Gentleman, 
he may recollect who 1 242 Yet will I ſet 
my King upon my Holy Hill of Sion ! 


Objefion 6. and Anſwer. The Fitneſs of the 
Miracles in the Mount to prove the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt's future Kingdom, as propos'd 
to his Diſciples by the Apoſtle, is the laſt 
Point I ſhall argue with Author of the 
Effay ; in ſupport of which, ſome Conſiderations 
KA 
pretation offer d by Mr. Afton. This point is, 
much at large, very minutely, diſculs'd from 
the goth to the 8 3d Page of that Treatiſe; and, 
as he is ready to reſt the whole of the Argument 
upon it, I agree with his Propoſal entirely, and 
am content to put it upon that iſſue. I cannot 


promiſe you 0 2 


3 


more illuſtrious Diſplay of bis Glory, of bis Glory Jobn i. 


ver. 14. 


Diſc. 1. 
p- 23. 


86 
that Subject for ſo long a time, and with ſo much 
Dexterity as he can do; but I hope I may venture 
to aſſure you that I will not handle it with Jes 
Perſpicuity than he has done. 

Now, though every particular Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity receives a general Sanction, as divine, 
from the concurrent Force of every Miracle 
wrought in atteſtation of the Divinity of that 
Diſpenſation; 5 8 if God has been pleas'd, in 
ſome diſtinguiſh'd Inſtance, in kind Condeſcen- 
ſion to the early and inveterate Prejudices of Men, 
to add to this common Evidence, one ſpecial Ei- 
fort of his Power, which ſhall bear a viſible re- 
lation to the point in view; leading them, as it 
were, by the Hand, into a Perſuaſion of the 
Doctrine which is moſt averſe to their 
ſeſſions, by enabling them to ſee, in ſome degree, 
what he requires them to believe; I preſume the 
Proof of the Truth of any Doctrine will not be 
conſider'd, by this Gentleman, as lei conclufeve, 
on account of ſuch an additional Confirmation. 
And fuch a Proof as this, I propoſe to ſhew the 
Miracle of Chriſt's Glorification to have been; by 
evincing, 


| Firft, That this Miracle was originally wrought 
in Confirmation of the ine which 
is taught in the Epiſtles of St. Peter. 


Secondly, That it does bear a particular and evi- 
dent relation to that Doctrine. 


1. As it is the watural, and indeed the only 
Senſe of the Paſſage, allow'd expreſly by the 
Biſhop of London, and confirm'd, beyond a poſſi- 
bility of doubt, by the inconcluſiveneſs of all 
that this Gentleman has ſaid again it, I 1 

c 
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171 
take it for granted That the Miracles on the 
Mount are introduc'd by the Apoſtle io prove bis 
Point.” And this Gentleman will allow me, That Emy, 
St. Peter, under Inſpiration, could not poſſibly P. 53- 
make uſe of Means inſufficient to his End i. e. 
| © Could not poſſibly offer a Miracle as a 
of that of which it is zo Proof.” But, I appre- 
_ that — 2 any Point, nor 
can be apply d, con tly, by an Apoſtle, as 
a Means ſafficient, to the Proof of ap. dos that 
which it was originally intended, and directly 
wrought, to prove. From whence I infer, That 
the Miracles on the Mount, as they — pw 
larly apply'd by the Apoſtle to the P of his 
Point, were originally wrought to aſcertain the 
Point, to the Proof of which he applies em. 

If Mr. Aſbton was too ſanguine in laying this Eſay, p.67 

down as 77 : acknowledge ant 

gation to this Author for having taught me to 

myſelf with more Circumſpection, by P. 68. 
ing ſomething in proof of it. i 

2. This Gentleman owns, ** That be doubts p. 69, 68. 
„ much whether the Miracle of the Glorification 
| «© was intended as any Proof at all of Chriſt's 
| « Coming in future Glory: And, as evident ſo- 
ever as the relation it has to that Event is faid 
© to be, whether it has am relation to it in par- 
<& ticular.” Of the firſt of his Doubts we have 
already ſpoke, and are now coming to the ſecond. 
And it will appear nothing new to me, how 
ſtrange ſoever you may conceive it, if he ſhould, 
in a Page or two, have forgot this doubt, and 
quietly give up the Point he is now ſo eagerly 
conteſting. So, my Friend, you will find it: For 
in the 7iſt Page Ie does not doubt but the 
„Miracle of the Glorification is relative to 
«*« Chriſt's Hate 9 in ſome part of ir. or 
8 4 * in 


* „ e * 
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cc in the whole, but he can ſee but ove Circum- 
* ſtance in it ſimilar, which is that of the Glory 


* itſelf.” And who ever of ſeeing more? 
What is there wanting, beyond this Conceſſion, 


to confirm all that Mr. Afton and to 
put beyond Controverſy all that this Gentleman 
is now diſputing ! 
Diſſert. Does not Mr. Afton conſider this Miracle w. 
p- 92. reſly as wrought to aſcertain the Futuri 
Chriſt's Coming is Glory,” as * an indiſputable 
p. 135. Earneſt of his glorious Ki ” as a Proof, 
as concluſive as can be giv'n, of Chriſt's Coming 
ibid. again in Glory,” as © an Initiation and Inveſti- 
ture of Chriſt into his Kingdom of Glory? 
It is this Circumſtance of Chriſt's future and 
everlaſting Kingdom which Mr. Afton fi 
to have been the main point which the Apoſtle 
endeavours to eſtabliſh in his Epiſtles, in 
ſition to a more inſtant, and temporal Ki _ 
and another kind of Glory. And the Epiſtles ſeem 
to give good ground for the Suppoſition. 

The firſt, which contains the ine of both, 
ſets out with the Object of a Chriſtian's 
Hope, which is deſcribed to be A Inheritance 
1 Ep. Pet. *ncorruptible, uadefil”d, and that fadeth not away. 
chap. i. The Diſciples are excited to Conſtancy and Per- 
ver. 4. ſeverance by the Proſpect of Honor and Glory 

var. at the Ap of Chriſt. They are referr'd 
do their own Prophets, as having taught the very 
Doctrine which was now preſs'd upon em con- 

cerning the Glories which were to ſucceed the 

ver. 10, Sufferings of Chriſt. And, in conſequence of 
31,12. this, are exhorted to correct the miſtaken Notions 
yer. 14. they had conceiv'd of em in their ance ; 
being now clearly inform'd that they were not 
redeem'd by corruptible Things, by Silver or 

Gold, but by the iavaluabis Blood of Chriſt , 


whom 


MESS .es Saen ares LISTENS. 
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whom God had rais'd from the Dead, and to 
whom ith and Hope, They are reminded of the 


4 
withereth, and the Flower of 
it 15 ll, but the Word of God remaiveth for 


Chriſt, as oppos'd to Human 
Glory ! 
N by the Character of the 
Falſe- and their Dof#rime: Who are 
deſcrib'd (2. Ep. ch. ii. ver. 1.) as denying the 
Lord that had 'em: Which Deſcription is 
more fully drawn ver. 10. where they are ſaid 
r 25. 1 ch. 1 Ep.) 
in the Deſires of Pollution, (uimous in oppo- 
_ - — Ep. 1. and 


ver. 12. to periſh in their own ption 
(pd oppos'd to aptaprov, ibid.) to deſpiſe 
the Lor of Chriſt — being not afraid to 


blaſpheme bis Glories : (g co 
I ch. 1 Ep.) That they :ntroductd 


Deſtruction: bringing ſwift Deſtruction upon 
Deſtructi 


ber. That many would follow: their Deftruc- 
tions ; upon whoſe Account the way of Truth 
would be evil ſpoken of. — are repre- 
ſented as promiſing their Followers Liberty, 
while they themſelves were inflav'd to Corrup- 
tion ; (ver. 19) as receiving the Reward of un- 
righteouſneſs ; 


Wl. 1, 
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ighteouſneſs ; eſteeming it their chief Delight to 
2% the Pay- time; Spots and Blemiſhes ! 


(aid ear, Ts xeous) by the 
Knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (is imryvaca 
'd to ayvo'a) ver. 20. 
Now it is clear that the Notion of a Temporal 
Kingdom, with which the Proſpect of preſent 
Pleaſure is ſo cloſely connected, was the ffrong 


r £2©. r r as ah 


y 
our Converſation honeſt among 
a they ſpeak againſt you as Evil-Doers, they 
may, by ſeting your good Works, glorify God; ſubdue, 
therefore, that contumacious and rebellious Spirit 
with which you are reproach'd, (as he * 
40 


e eee 


HS YRS . F 8 e . hee eee EE 


BW 


DP? 


[91] 


your ſehves to every Ordinance of Man for the 


whether it be to the King, as ſupreme, or 
ed Governors, as unto them 
that are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of Evil- 
Doers, for the Praiſe of them that do well. 
For ſo is the Will of God that with well-doing ye 

put to filence the Ignoranc 


And he- ſupports this Chap. 2. 
the Authority of ver. 12. 
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ſhineth even unto the Weſt, /o ſhall, alſo, zbe 
Coming of the Son of Man be. 

It then, that the Miracle of the 
Glorification was, originally, ht to con- 
firm the Doctrine of which it is produc'd as a 
Proof by the Apoſtle. And this Doctrine ap- 
pears to be the Future and Celeftial Glory pro- 
mis'd to the Followers of Chriſt, in oppoſition to 
a miſtaken Notion of a more immediate and 
temporal Glory. To which Doctrine, as this 


this Mirac . iſts, 
it, is introduc* a Diſcourſe concerning 
Chriſt's Coming YR. 6” of bis Father ;, and 
that the Notion of another kind of Glory ſat fo 
deep in the Breaſts of the tbree Diſciples, who 


were admitted to this 7 * Vid that #wo 


but of thofe 

racle, therefore, can uc'd /o 
EC. p. 83. Men true Impreſſions of the Glory 

as that which is one Inſtance 


Miracle is fo circumſtanc'd, wi 
Apoſtle's Doctrine, as no other Miracle whatever, 
even the Reſurrection or Aſcenſion, is, it is not 
unreaſonable, ſure, to conclude, that it was 
more fit, hs oy other, for the Purpoſe to 
which it is aſſign'd by the Apoſtle ; and, conſe- 
quently, when added to the general Evidence of 
the Truth of all the Doctrines of Chriſt, is 
as concluſive a . Proot of this particular one as 

can be giv'n. Upon 


£@ 


We a 


4A es ts ia eds es ini ee ed lh % & A a a5 ©» Kr ok 3 + Mw 


as Aa twaic OA word 


L931 


Upon this Iſſue this Gentleman has been 
pleas d to reſt the whole of the Argument; 
and on this Iſſue I leave it to reſt. 

His verbal Criticiſms would take up a Treatiſe 
of themſelves ; with which, if I ſhould' ever be 
enough (which God forbid) to find no 


_ ployment, I may trouble you here- 

The Defence of Mr. Cooke's ;on I 
oe oy 0 * Pp 

that knows hi WS. though I muſt Eg. not. 
confeſs that jad enten has e. 
ſooner giv'n it, _ 

it. Thoug! 

ter if he had left 
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Epiſtles ; after having remov'd the only Bar to it, 
by a new Tranſlation; and triumph'd and in- 
ſulted over all his adverſaries; he falls back again 
into a ſtate of great Perplexity and Doubt, He 
gets a new Solution, in which, however, he 

not confide ; but takes us aſide, as it were, 
to tell us, privately, that, after all, he is ſorry he 
has giv'n us ſo much trouble; having diſcover'd, 
at laſt, that he had nothing material to obſerve 
con the ſubject he had choſen to diſcuſs. 
Though this, I fay, appears to me to be 
his Caſe, yet, poſſibly, when he can find leiſure, 
from his regular Attendance on the Offices he 
ſo conſtantly performs, with as much Credit to 
himſelf, as Advantage to the Public, he may 


| — all chat good — and Modeſty, and pg. p. + 


terſe 


Edlay, p.1. this idle Buſineſs: And, 


ibid, 
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terſe non which charms and ſuſpends the 
Rage of Criticiſm itſelf ) wipe off all — 
his 


unto ward Appearances, and ſhew that 
is wanting, but the Apprehenſion 
Readers. 

You will now be glad 


i PRES 1 have —— 


ving ſpent my time in this manner, is, that 
have been doing, what you deſir d me to do. 


Your Friend and Servant, | 
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31. read and for of. 

15. read Companion for Compariſon, 
9. read his for this. 

23. read neither for much leſs. 
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